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Joy to reign at 140th Commencement
Books are closed, finals are
finished, grades are in and
so are the gowns — now it's
time to graduate. This morning,
2,246 students will enter
Brookings Quadrangle but leave
as alumni.
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton
will award the degrees as part of
the University's 140th Commencement, beginning at 8:30
a.m. Of the 2,246 candidates,
1,181 are undergraduates and
1,065 are graduate and professional students.
Among the graduate students
are 380 who will receive doctoral
degrees: 61 candidates for a
doctor of philosophy degree in
the Graduate School of Arts &
Sciences; 10 for a doctor of
science degree in the Henry
Edwin Sever Graduate School of
Engineering and Applied Science;
187 for a doctor of law degree in
the School of Law; and 122 for a
doctor of medicine degree in the
School of Medicine.
In the event of rain, the
ceremony will be abbreviated and
souvenir plastic ponchos will be
provided. If there is violent
weather, the undergraduate
Commencement exercises will
move to the Athletic Complex,
still beginning at 8:30 a.m. The
graduate and professional degrees
will be awarded at the regularly
scheduled late-morning and early
afternoon ceremonies of each
school. (See schedule, Page 4.)
A decision to move to the
violent weather schedule will be
made by 7 a.m. This notice and
other up-to-the-minute information on Commencement week
activities are available on the
Commencement hotline at
935-4355.
Regardless of weather, guests
may choose to watch the cerSee Commencement, Page 2

Smiles, tradition and jubilation come to Brookings Quadrangle today as part of the University's 140th Commencement.

Souvenir brings dedication, leadership to the table
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

The St. Louis Blues will go all
the way in this year's Stanley
Cup playoffs. That's right, you
heard it here first.
At least that's the prediction of
Richard M. Souvenir, this year's
student Commencement speaker.
And he should know.
Besides serving as senior class
president and working as a
teaching assistant in the computer
science department, Souvenir was
instrumental in making the
University's Ice Hockey Club
competitive.

"Richard has exemplified
excellence at Washington
University throughout his
undergraduate career," said Ron
Cytron, associate professor of ■
computer science in the School of
Engineering and Applied Science
and Souvenir's academic adviser.
"He has earned high marks
academically while majoring in
computer science and biology.
Gentle by nature, Richard's
academic colleagues would be
surprised at his transformation'
when he dons ice skates."
Souvenir said, "I'm very proud
of the work I did with the Ice

Herbs, traditional medications
create potential adverse mix
BY TONY FITZPATRICK

If you take herbs for medical
purposes, tell your doctor. If
you are a physician or nurse
treating a patient, ask what herbs
the patient might be taking and
consider the consequences related
to possible interactions with
prescribed medications or how
long-term uses may affect
diagnosis or treatment.
"Whether Western medicine
likes it or not, herbal selfmedication has become a part of
our everyday existence, and its
impact on health cannot be
ignored," said Memory ElvinLewis, Ph.D., professor of
microbiology and ethnobotany in
biomedicine in Arts 8c Sciences.
"For the sake of the patient,
reliable data is available through a
variety of Internet sources and
should be used on a routine
basis."
These are among the conclusions Elvin-Lewis reaches in her
paper, "Should We Be Concerned
About Herbal Remedies?" pub-

lished in the May
issue of the
Journal of EthnoPharmacology.
Elvin-Lewis
raises the point
that Western
physicians
generally have
little understanding of herbalism,
not to mention
self-medicating
patients, many of
whom also take
traditional or
"newly evolved"
herbal medicines.
"Clearly,
"Whether Western medicine likes it or not, herbal
promoting
self-medication has become a part of our everyappropriate
day existence, and its impact on health cannot be
education at
ignored," says Memory Elvin-Lewis, Ph.D.,
medical schools
holding ginseng gathered in the Missouri Ozarks.
and through
continuing education courses can
herbs are very much mainstream.
remedy this situation," ElvinPeople are taking everything from
Lewis said. "However, there still is
Echinacea to prevent colds to
an uncertainty in the medical
ginseng to boost energy. There
community about the value of
has been a groundswell in selfherbalism, despite the fact that
See Herbs, Page 2

Hockey Club.
It really just
started out as
something we
did for fun,
and it's
turned into a
competitive
club team
that now
Souvenir: Speaker plays other
at Commencement universities."
Souvenir
has played hockey since fifth
grade. But when he came to the
University, the hockey club wasn't
playing competitively, and he felt

something should be done to
change that.
"So a couple of guys and I
decided to up the competition a
bit," he said.
The club team now plays
against schools such as the
University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign, the University of
Missouri-St. Louis and Southern
Illinois University at Edwardsville.
The team has about 17 members
and plays a 25-game schedule.
Taking on new initiatives and
seeing projects through to the end
is nothing new for the Skokie, 111.,
See Speaker, Page 2

Economics of baseball conference
to feature journalists Costas,Will
BY GERRY EVERDING

Leading baseball-industry
experts, including journalists
George Will and Bob Costas, will
be at the University May 29 for a
one-day conference on "The
Economics of Major League
Baseball."
Sponsored by the University's
Weidenbaum Center on the
Economy, Government, and
Public Policy, the conference will
explore a range of serious
economic problems clouding the
financial outlook for Major
League Baseball (MLB) and other
professional sports.
The conference is open to the
public, but space is limited and
tickets are required for all events.
There is no charge for programs
running from 7:45 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
in Anheuser-Busch Hall, except
for lunch ($15), which will feature
a talk by Will. Costas will speak at
dinner ($100), 6-8:30 p.m. in
Holmes Lounge in Ridgley Hall.
For more information, call the
Weidenbaum Center at 935-5068.

Costas

Will

"The Weidenbaum Center
forum will bring together baseball
insiders, leading scholars, analysts
and journalists to evaluate recent
proposals addressing the problems
of free agency, stadium financing
and revenue-sharing among
clubs," said center Director Steven
S. Smith, Ph.D., professor of
political science and the Kate M.
Gregg Professor of Social Sciences
in Arts & Sciences. Smith is
serving as conference host and
organizer.
Costas and Will, who have
written extensively on the future
of baseball, will make presentations and participate in panel
See Baseball, Page 4
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Sturgis' 19th-century prints on display Commencement
BY JESSICA

N. ROBERTS

This spring and summer, an
exhibit of 19th-century
photographic prints from the
collection of American architect,
historian and critic Russell Sturgis
(1836-1909) will be on display in
the John M. Olin Library.
The exhibit, titled "Architectonic Fixations: Photographs
From the Collection of Russell
Sturgis," runs May 25-July 31 with
a new selection of prints on
display every two weeks.
The Sturgis Collection is held
by Washington University
Archives and comprises more
than 15,000 photographic prints
of architectural, archaeological
and sculptural work primarily
from Europe but also from Asia,
North Africa, the Middle East and
South America.
The exhibit will include
engaging topographical views,
candid cityscapes, unspoiled
interiors and revealing sculptures.
Well-represented photographers
include: Leopoldo Alinari, Beato

Herbs
Precautions should be
taken, ethnobotanist says
— from Page 1

medication since the 'Flower
Power Era,' and it's only
getting larger."
In the midst of that era, ElvinLewis and her husband, Walter
Lewis, Ph.D., professor of biology
in Arts 8c Sciences, published
"Medical Botany, Plants Affecting
Man's Health," a book patterned
after texts on internal medicine.
It intended to be a guide to how
certain pharmaceuticals evolved
from plant sources and how the
use of plants and herbs for
health reasons has evolved in
many cultures.
For 20 years, the couple has
worked with native Amazonian
indigenous people in identifying
and classifying their uses of plants
for a variety of medical uses. Also,
Elvin-Lewis is a fellow of the
International Society of Herbal
Medicine (India).
Overall, when compounded
and prescribed appropriately, the
safety of traditional herbal
medications is high, Elvin-Lewis
reports. It is generally recognized
that life-threatening events are
rare, when compared to the
hundreds of thousands of adverse
reactions reported for pharmaceutical products.
However, with herbal remedies, in particular, adverse
problems are unlikely to be
reported because there is often a
preconceived notion that the
herbs are not harmful. Of
particular concern are "NeoWestern" formulations, found
almost everywhere; these are
compounded without the skill of
the trained practitioners or the
understanding of possible
interactions that may be taking
place by combining herbs derived
from different traditional
medical systems.
Labeling may also be misleading, and there is no universal
regulatory system that ensures that
plant remedies are what they say
they are, do what is claimed, or —
most importandy — are safe.
"There are always risks when
appropriate regulations do not
mandate the appropriate formulation of the remedies, or when
self-medication fosters abuse,"
Elvin-Lewis said.
Elvin- Lewis, an ethnobotanist
(one who studies different
cultures' use of plants), has
examined data from more than
180 studies and observations to
show how adulteration, the wrong
formulation or simple lack of
understanding of plant and drug
interactions have led to adverse
reactions that are sometimes life-

Antcnio, Edouard-Denis Baldus,
The Bison Freres, Felix Bonfils,
Carlo and Giacomo Brogi, Francis
Frith, Moise Levy, Isaac Levy,
Roberts Macpherson, RobertMieusement, Carlo Ponti and
George Washington Wilson.
"The true 'collective' genius of
Sturgis is exemplified not only by
the overwhelming quantity and the
superlative technical quality of the
photographs chosen, but also by
his personal interest in collecting
images of those marvelous places
less traveled," said Jay Kempen,
archives assistant in the Special
Collections Department and
curator of the exhibit.
A well-versed world traveler,
dedicated public speaker, prolific
writer and highly acclaimed
architectural critic, Sturgis began
collecting photographs in 1858 to
complement his ever-growing
library on architectural subjects.
This collection of photographs was
purchased from the Sturgis estate
in 1909 by the University's
department of architecture for use
as a study collection.

Sturgis was born and raised
along the East Coast and
during his formative years
became increasingly interested
in the then-modern architectural notions of pre-Raphaelite
writers. After traveling and
studying abroad for nearly two
years, he established an
architectural practice in New
York in 1863. Though highly
successful and greatly admired
for his refreshing architectural
designs, Sturgis is best remembered for his timeless written
works on architectural theory
and criticism.
The exhibit is free and open
to the public, Monday-Friday,
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. in the Special
Collections department on
Level 5 of Olin Library. For
more information, contact Jay
Kempen, archives assistant, at
935-5444, or special collections
at 935-5495.
To view online images from
the exhibit, go to: http://
library.wustl.edu/units/spec/
archives/guides/sturgis.html.

threatening or lethal.
Elvin-Lewis breaks down herbal
medicines into Asian, European,
indigenous and Neo-Western
groups. Each group poses problems, though Neo-Western
herbalism (including American
and Canadian systems) is continuing to evolve and, unlike traditional systems that go back
thousands of years, is not based on
clear parameters of value or use.
Few North American herbalists
are formally trained, except
perhaps for naturopathic
physicians or traditional healers
from other cultures or indigenous
peoples. Many are self-taught and
are of the mind-set, going back to
the "Age of Aquarius," that
anything "natural" is good and
preferable to "establishment"
medications. These kinds of
herbalists or entrepreneurs often
incorporate a wide range of herbs
and so-called nutritional supplements into mixed formulations,
with little regard for side effects.
Elvin-Lewis cites numerous
instances of adverse reactions to
herbal remedies. These include
allergic reactions, damage to internal organs and transmitting
herbal drugs in utero or through
mothers' milk. From St. John's
wort and ginseng to licorice
and horseradish, potential
problems exist.
Consider ginseng. Despite its
popularity across continents, the
herb, touted to increase energy,
boost the immune system and
maybe even perk up the libido, has
not conclusively been analyzed by
researchers. No one knows for
certain how it is bioreactive.
Chinese ginseng, Elvin-Lewis
reports in her paper, "must always
be suspect since not only can the
content of the ginsenoids vary,
but commercial formulations can
be adulterated with potent and
dangerous plants like mandrake"
and other substances such as
alkaloids and caffeine. ElvinLewis says certain Chinese
remedies may bear the same name
but can be formulated differently
depending upon the unique
condition of the patient.
While rare, Asian medicines
and formulations have been
found to contain substitutions of
plant ingredients, dangerous
levels of toxic plant components,
unapproved ingredients like
pharmaceuticals and heavy metals
in addition to other toxic and
allergenic substances. Thus,
without appropriate labeling of
ingredients, or with the uncommon but possible event of
adulteration, it's nearly impossible
to identify the source of any
adverse effects associated with use
of these herbal treatments.
However, formalized forms of
herbalism are recognized in Asian
countries — particularly in India,
China, Korea and Japan — as

viable courses of medication, and
formulations are prescribed as a
part of their traditional medical
systems. In India, for example,
hospital complexes may host
several medical systems, including Western allopathy, with the
notion that all are available to
benefit optimal treatment of
the patient.
This sort of coexistence, only
slowly evolving in the United
States, is possible if allopathic
physicians appreciate the benefits
of herbalism or other alternative
medical practices. Evaluations of
herbal treatments by the
National Center for Complementary and Alternative
Medicine should aid in promoting an understanding in this
area, Elvin-Lewis said.
She cites instances of
hallucinations with cinnamon
and tetracycline, sedative effects
with Valerian or passion flower
and antihistamines, elevated
blood pressure with thizidine
diuretic and Ginko biloba, and
increased seizures when evening
primrose is taken in addition to
phenothiazines, active ingredients in a number of pharmaceuticals. She says a number of
herbal treatments —Valerian,
for instance — are additive.
Trying to slim down? Avoid
sparteine-containing herbal
treatments for slimming and
diabetes control. Elvin-Lewis
showed these treatments have
been associated with instances of
circulatory collapse, respiratory
arrest and nerve irregularities.
Blossoms of germander in herbal
teas or capsules to treat obesity
have been shown to cause acute
hepatitis. Instances of kidney
failure have been found in Japan,
China and the United Kingdom
in people using various herbal
slimming agents.
Elvin-Lewis cites a survey of
alternative medicine use in the
United States between 1990-97
that found more than a third of
patients treated themselves with
unconventional therapies, and
most of them did so for chronic
conditions. The same patients
also visited traditional doctors
but were unlikely to tell their
physicians what treatments they
were taking.
"It is essential that anyone
considering taking herbal
medications must be wellinformed and not rely on
unfounded claims found in
other-than-scientific literature,"
she said. "You have to be wary
of claims made by authors or socalled experts who have no
real credentials.
"The notion that 'natural is
safe' has little meaning in reality
unless, of course, one puts into
the same context the idea that
'pharmaceutically derived' is not
always totally beneficial."

140th celebration today
in Brookings Quadrangle
— from Page 1

emony via closed-circuit television
in either Brown Hall Auditorium
or Edison Theatre.
National Science Foundation
(NSF) Director Rita R. Colwell,
Ph.D., will deliver the Commencement address. During the ceremony, she also will receive an
honorary doctor of science degree.
Colwell was appointed NSF
director in 1998 and is the first
woman to hold that post. She leads
the agency's emphasis on K-12
science and mathematics education, graduate-level training in
science and engineering, increasing
women and minority participation
in science and engineering, and
establishing support for major
priority areas, including
nanotechnology, biocomplexity,
information technology and the
21st-century work force.
Other honorary degree recipients are University senior professor
of computer science Jerome R. Cox
Jr., Ph.D., doctor of science degree;
Nobel Prize winner and former
School of Medicine professor
Robert F. Furchgott, Ph.D., doctor
of science; community volunteer
and longtime friend of the University Lucy Mayer Lopata, doctor of
humanities; MacArthur Foundation
Fellowship Prize recipient and
nationally recognized public
interest lawyer Bryan A. Stevenson,
doctor of humanities; chairman
and founder of Enterprise Rent-ACar and civic leader Jack C. Taylor,
doctor of humanities; and chairman of one of the country's leading
law firms William M. Van Cleve,
doctor of laws.
Commencement begins with
the traditional academic procession into Brookings Quadrangle.
Leading students into the quad are

grand marshal Edward N.
Wilson, Ph.D., professor of
mathematics and chair of the
Commencement Committee,
and honorary grand marshal
William H. Gass, the David May
Distinguished Professor
Emeritus of Humanities, both in
Arts & Sciences.
About 110 members of the
Class of 1951, celebrating their
50th reunion this weekend, will
don caps and gowns to march in
the procession.
The program will begin with
music by the Mighty Mississippi
Concert Band of St. Louis,
directed by Dan Presgrave,
director of instrumental
ensembles and lecturer in the
Department of Music in Arts 8c
Sciences. Klaus Georg, summa
cum laude, and Kendra Ford,
cum laude, both bachelor of arts
degree candidates, will sing
"America the Beautiful."
Following the music, John F.
McDonnell, chairman of the
Board of Trustees, will welcome
the graduates, and Wrighton
will introduce Colwell for the
Commencement address. After
her speech, Wrighton, assisted
by the trustees, will confer the
honorary degrees.
Richard M. Souvenir, senior
class president, will give the
student Commencement greeting.
(See story, Page 1.)
Conferral of academic
degrees follows, with the deans
of each of the schools and
Edward S. Macias, Ph.D.,
executive vice chancellor and
dean of Arts 8c Sciences,
assisting Wrighton. Then
Wrighton will deliver his
message to the Class of 2001.
Sabina L. Feiler, a bachelor of
arts degree candidate, will
conclude the ceremony by
singing the Alma Mater.
After the ceremony, the
University's schools will hold
receptions for graduates and
their guests.

Speaker

sure what he will do after that.
"I've thought about teaching
or doing more research," he said.
"The field I will be working in is
Souvenir contributes in
computational
biology. There are
computer science, hockey
many new biotechnology firms
- from Page 1
opening, and there is a possibility of doing research for one of
those. At this point, I'm just
native. Souvenir was involved in
keeping my options open."
student government all four years
Souvenir said he has been
of his undergraduate career. In the
impressed by
computer
______
the amount of
science departamazing
ment, Souvenir
has collaborated
"I think a lot of people individuals in
this year's
with faculty on
will look back on our
senior class that
research projects
class and say that we left a come together
and has served
I
,
»
to make a
as head teaching
legacy nere.
dynamic group.
assistant in the
"It doesn't
undergraduate
RICHARD M. SOUVENIR
matter if it's in
algorithms
school or in
course.
business, the outcome of a
He's advised several University
project is determined by what
committees, helped plan this year's
each individual brings to the
Senior Week activities, and
table," he said. "I think a lot of
organized seminars for seniors
people will look back on our
during the school year on topics
such as where to move after college class and say that we left a legacy
here. I have been very impressed
and University resources available
with the way members of our
to alumni.
class have balanced academics
Souvenir intends to pursue a
and activities and been very
doctorate in computer science at
successful at both."
the University. He's not exactly
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Medical School Update
Mouse Sequencing Consortium
achieves major DNA milestone
In only six months, the Mouse
regions of DNA — are much less
similar from mouse to human. By
Sequencing Consortium
(MSC), an international public- comparing the mouse genome
private effort to accelerate the
sequence to the human sequence,
sequencing of the mouse genome,
the similar regions can be recognized, and using computers to do
has generated enough DNA data
comparisons, scientists are able to
to cover the mouse genome
find these regions of similarity.
three times.
Many of these regions contain
The consortium estimates that
the sequence data represents at least previously unrecognized genes.
95 percent of the total complement
In addition, by comparing
of mouse DNA, and they are
mouse DNA with human DNA,
making the data freely available to
scientists should be able to find
researchers around the world.
other functionally important
"Through academia-industry
features of the human genome that
cooperation, we have been able to
have been conserved, such as
create a resource
regulatory regions
in just a few
_
of DNA that turn
months that will
genes on and off.
speed discovery
"The mouse
"Through academiain both mouse
DNA sequence is
industry cooperation, we an important tool
and human
research. The
have been able to create for finding genes
in the human,"
data is out there
a resource in just a few said Francis S.
for all to use,"
said Robert H.
months that will speed Collins, M.D.,
Ph.D., director of
Waterston,
M.D., Ph.D, the discovery in both mouse the National
James S.
and human research." Human Genome
McDonnell
Research Institute.
ROBERT H. WATERSTON
Professor and
"Comparing
head of the
mouse sequence
Department of Genetics, professor to human sequence will help
of anatomy and neurobiology,
identify previously unknown
and director of the Genome
human genes, in essence using
Sequencing Center at the School
evolution's 'lab notebook' to
of Medicine.
understand how the genome
The center is one of three DNA works. We need to finish the work
sequencing laboratories involved
so the mouse sequence is as
in the MSC project.
accurate and complete as the
All mammals, including humans human sequence."
and mice, are believed to share a
The MSC used a whole genome
common ancestor that lived millions shotgun approach to quickly
of years ago. As a result, the genomes generate initial coverage of the
of mammals have many similarities. genome. The next step will be to
The most important functional
provide greater depth of coverage.
regions of the genome — the genes
The MSC scientists will use larger
that contain the information to
stretches of DNA of known map
make proteins — have undergone
position and will assemble the
relatively small changes. Any
fragmentary pieces of DNA into
changes that interfere with essential
the finished, highly accurate
functioning probably would not be
sequence of the mouse genome.
passed on to the next generation.
In addition to the University's
Some genes shared by mice and
Genome Sequencing Center, other
humans have changed so little that
sequencing centers involved are the
they remain 90 percent similar.
Whitehead Institute for BiomediMeanwhile, the regions of the
cal Research in Cambridge, Mass.,
genome that don't make proteins
and the Sanger Centre in the
— the so-called non-coding
United Kingdom.

Med TV Isaiah Turnbull (left) and Jim Kelly perform "Patients," a parody of the Guns N' Roses
song, "Patience," in the Class of 2004 show. The production, held Saturday in Moore Auditorium,
was a takeoff on cable channel MTV. Students Walter Chan and Celeste Chu directed the show, and
Karen Zink served as producer.

Teitelbaum selected president of biology federation
BY GILA

Z. RECKESS

Steven L. Teitelbaum, M.D.,
has been selected as presidentelect of the Federation of American Societies for Experimental
Biology (FASEB), effective July 1.
FASEB is the largest coalition of
biomedical research associations in
the United States, representing 21
societies and having more than
60,000 members.
Teitelbaum, the Wilma and
Roswell Messing Professor of
Pathology at the School of
Medicine, will serve as FASEB
president from July 1,2002, to
July 1, 2003. He also is £pathologist at Barnes-Jewish Hospital and
at the St. Louis Shriners' Hospital
for Children.
The mission of FASEB is to
enhance the ability of biomedical
and life scientists to improve,
through their research, the health,
well-being and productivity of all

Ludmerer receives national medical education honor
BY DIANE DUKE WILLIAMS

Kenneth M. Ludmerer, M.D.,
professor of medicine and of
history in Arts & Sciences,
recently received the first Daniel
C. Tosteson Award for Leadership
in Medical Education.
The award recognizes major
contributions to medical education at a national level and carries
a $10,000 honorarium. It is given
by the Association of American
Medical Colleges and the Carl J.
Shapiro Institute for Education
and Research at Harvard Medical
School and Beth Israel Deaconess
Medical Center.
The award honors Daniel C.
Tosteson,
M.D., former
dean of the
faculty of
Harvard
Medical
School and
the creator of
the New
Pathway
Ludmerer: Wrote curriculum, a
problem"Time to Heal"
solving, casemethod approach to learning.
"Virtually any serious discussion about the challenges
confronting medical education at
the turn of the century starts with
a consideration of the issues
raised so eloquently by Dr.
Ludmerer in his landmark book,"
said Steven E. Weinberger, M.D.,

executive director of the Carl J.
Shapiro Institute for Education
and Research. "'Time to Heal' has
been called one of the most
important publications in the
fields of medical history and
education ever to be published in
this country or elsewhere."
"Time to Heal: American
Medical Education in the 20th
Century" (1999) provides a
history of American medical
education from the beginning
of the 20th century through the
present era of managed care. The
book also describes the effects
of recent trends in the medical
marketplace on teaching,
research and patient care, and
suggests alternatives that would
better serve the public interest.
It has been nominated for a
Pulitzer Prize.
Ludmerer has written two
previous books. His first,
"Genetics and American Society:
A Historical Appraisal," (1972)
was published while he was
completing a junior rotation in
pediatrics at Johns Hopkins
University. His second, "Learning
to Heal: The Development of
American Medical Education,"
(1985) chronicles the creation of
America's system of medical
education and also was nominated for a Pulitzer.
Ludmerer was born in Long
Beach, Calif, and earned a
bachelor's degree in history and
science in 1968 from Harvard

University. He then went to
Johns Hopkins, where he earned
a master's degree in the history
of medicine in 1971 and a
medical degree in 1973.
He joined Washington
University in 1976 as instructor
of medicine. He was named
associate professor of medicine
and associate professor of
history in 1986, and he was
promoted to professor of
medicine and professor of
history in 1992.
Among his many honors,
Ludmerer received the Nicholas E.
Davies Memorial Award from the
American College of Physicians in
1997. On June 8, he will receive the
Distinguished Alumnus Award
from Johns Hopkins.
Ludmerer is vice president
and president-elect of the
American Association for the
History of Medicine and a fellow
of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science and
of the American College of
Physicians. He also is a member
of the national honorary medical
society Alpha Omega Alpha, the
Association of American
Physicians, the History of
Science Society and the Organization of American Historians.
He has served on the editorial
boards of a number of professional journals and delivered
named lectures at more than 90
educational institutions or
professional societies.

people. It serves the interests of
these scientists, particularly in
those areas related to public
policy. The group also facilitates
coalition activities among
member societies and disseminates information on biological
research through scientific
conferences and publications.
Teitelbaum's primary goal
as FASEB president will be to
promote the federal funding
of biomedical and life sciences
research.
"With the tools and knowledge at our disposal, we are
poised to make bold and exciting
progress in the battle against
disease," he said. "As biologists,
we have an intimate knowledge
of the investments needed and
appreciate that advances in other
fields of science are important to
our progress in biomedicine.
Therefore, I am firmly committed to working with broad
coalitions of scientists and others
to ensure that our investment in
research is sufficient to meet the
challenges and opportunities
before us."
Teitelbaum earned a medical
degree from Washington
University in 1964. After a oneyear internship in pathology at
the medical school, he completed
an internship and residency at
New York University and
returned to Washington University in 1968 as a clinical fellow in
pathology. He served as chairman
of Jewish Hospital's Institutional
Review Board from 1977-97 and
also was pathologist-in-chief at
Jewish Hospital from 1987-96.
The medical school named a

scholarship to honor him as a
distinguished alumnus in 1997.
Teitelbaum has been a leader
in studying bone cells and
degeneration such as in osteoporosis. In the late 1970s, he
developed a method of using
structural changes in bone to
diagnose disorders such as
postmenopausal osteoporosis.
He also showed that vitamin D
therapy helps overcome defective
bone formation that occurs with
kidney failure. In the '80s, he
began studying bone cells called
osteoclasts that cause localized
destruction of bone during both
normal development and disease.
He demonstrated that osteoclasts
are derived from white blood cells
called macrophages and that they
develop along a different pathway
than cells that rebuild bone.
An author or co-author of
more than 200 scientific articles,
Teitelbaum also is an associate
editor for the Journal of Cellular
Biochemistry and serves on the
editorial boards of many scientific journals. He is a member of
three FASEB societies and
represents one of them, the
American Society for Bone and
Mineral Research, on the
federation's board.
"We look forward to working
with Dr. Teitelbaum," said Sidney
H. Golub, Ph.D., FASEB executive
director. "He is greatly respected
for his experience and knowledge
in public affairs, human subjects
research and other key issues.
Furthermore, his skills at building
consensus and his collegial style
are well matched to the challenge
of the FASEB presidency."

Town meeting to discuss human subjects
The School of Medicine will
host a town meeting to discuss
ethics and regulations of using
human subjects in research from
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. June 8, at the Eric
P. Newman Education Center.
The meeting, titled "New
Insights for Protection of Human
Subjects," will include panel
discussions on federal regulations,
ethical considerations and case
study presentations. Institutional
review board members, chairs and
administrators are welcome to
attend, as are investigators, study
coordinators, students and
institutional officials.
The town meeting is jointly
sponsored by the School of
Medicine, St. John's Mercy
Medical Center, Saint Louis

University and the Veterans
Administration Medical Center.
Experts on human research from
local health institutions as well as
representatives from the Office of
Human Research Protections, the
Department of Veterans Affairs
and the Food and Drug Administration will speak.
The registration fee is $35 for
students and for faculty and staff
at the medical school and other
sponsoring institutions. The
general registration fee is $50. The
fee includes conference materials,
a continental breakfast and lunch.
For more information, call
747-4125 or visit the School of
Medicine's Human Studies
Committee Web site at http://
medicine.wustl.edu/hsc.
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University Events
Large Babies With Large Tongues * Vomit Comet • Unusual Nocturnal Behavior
"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place at Washington
. University May 18-June 20. Visit the Web
for expanded calendars for the School of
Medicine (medschool. wustl. edu/events/)
and the Hilltop Campus
(cf6000. wustl. edu/calendar/e vents/).

Exhibitions
"Architectonic Fixations: Photographs
From the Collection of Russell Sturgis."
May 25 through July 31. Special
Collections dept, Olin Library. 935-5495.
"Master of Fine Arts Exhibition. Through
May 20. School of Art Master of Fine Arts
thesis exhibition. In/Form Gallery, 3519 S.
Broadway. 324-7468.
"Muses and the Healing Art." Through
Aug. 31. Glaser Gallery, The Bernard
'Becker Medical Library, 660 S. Euclid
Ave. 362-4235.

Lectures
Friday, May 18
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. "Large
Babies With Large Tongues: What Can
Beckwith Wiedemann Syndrome Teach
Pediatricians About Genetics?" Michael
R, DeBaun, asst. prof, of pediatrics,
hematology/oncology div., and of
biostatistics. Clopton Aud., 4950
Children's Place. 454-6006.
4 p.m. Neuroscience seminar. "Understanding the Molecular Basis of Dementia
in the Tg2576 Mouse Model of
Alzheimer's Disease." Karen Hsiao Ashe,
neurology dept., U. of Minn., Twin Cities.
Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave. 362-7043.
7:30 p.m. St. Louis Astronomical Society
lecture. "Riding NASA's Zero-gravity
Roller Coaster: How To Not Vomit on the
Vomit Comet." Brian Hynek, graduate
student, earth and planetary sciences. Cosponsored by earth and planetary
sciences and NASA's Missouri Space
Grant Consortium. Room 162 McDonnell
Hall. 935-4614.

Monday, May 21
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Progress in Inherited Immune
Disorders: Is It Time for Gene Therapy for
X-linked SCID?" Jennifer M. Puck,
Genetics and Molecular Biology Branch,

National Human Genome Research Inst.
Eric P. Newman Education Center.
362-2763.

Tuesday, May 22
4 p.m. Anesthesiology research unit
seminar. Beverly A. Orser, asst. prof.,
anaesthesia dept., Sunnybrook Health
Science Center, U. of Toronto. Room 5550
Clinical Sciences Research Bldg.
362-8560.

Thursday, May 24
11 a.m. Pulmonary and Critical Care
Medicine Grand Rounds. "Neurological
Causes of Excessive Daytime Sleepiness
and Differential Diagnoses of Unusual
Nocturnal Behavior." Stephen P. Duntley,
asst. prof.-of neurology and neurological
surgery. East Pavilion Aud., BarnesJewish Hosp. Bldg. 362-6904.
Noon-1 p.m. Genetics seminar. "Casecontrol Association Studies with SNPs."
Jurg Ott, prof., Rockefeller U. Room 823
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.
362-2062.
5 p.m. Vision Science Seminar Series.
"Signaling Through BMP and TGF-beta
Receptors is Required for Lens Fiber Cell
Differentiation." David C. Beebe, the Jules
and Doris Stein Research to Prevent
Blindness Prof, of Ophthalmology and
Visual Sciences and prof, of cell biology
and physiology. East Pavilion Aud.,
Barnes-Jewish Hosp. Bldg. 362-5722.

Friday, May 25
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. Annual
chief resident conference. "Prescribing
Arrowsmittr. The Importance of Adding
Literature and Medical History to the
Doctor's Bag." Howard Markel, the George
E. Wantz Prof, of the History of Medicine,
prof, of pediatrics and communicable
diseases and dir., Historical Center for the
Health Sciences, U. of Mich., Ann Arbor.
Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's Place.
454-6006.

East Pavilion Aud., Barnes-Jewish Hosp.
Bldg. 362-6904.
4 p.m. Medical Mycology Research Club
meeting. "Quorum Sensing in Histoplasma capsulatum." Linda G. Eissenberg,
Goldman lab. "Capsule Growth and
Transfer in Cryptococcus neoformans."
Amy J. Reese, Doering lab. Room 775
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.
747-5597.
5 p.m. Vision Science Seminar Series.
"Presynaptic Control of Visual Signals in
the Retina." Peter D. Lukasiewicz, assoc.
prof, of anatomy and neurobiology and of
ophthalmology and visual sciences. East
Pavilion Aud., Barnes-Jewish Hosp. Bldg.
362-5722.

Thursday, June 7
11 a.m. Pulmonary and Critical Care
Medicine Grand Rounds. Leon
Carayannopoulos, fellow in pulmonary
and critical care medicine. East Pavilion
Aud., Barnes-Jewish Hosp. Bldg.
362-6904.
4 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Basic
Science Seminar Series. "Epigenetic of
Human Cancer." Peter A. Jones, dir., USC/
Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center and
prof, of urology, biochemistry and
molecular biology. Third Floor Aud.,
St. Louis Children's Hosp. 747-7222.

Wednesday, June 13
Noon. Orthopaedic research seminar. "TNF
and RANK Signaling in Periprosthetic
Osteolysis: Pre-clinical and Clinical
Studies Towards a Therapeutic
Intervention for Aseptic Loosening."
Edward Schwarz, pediatrics dept., U. of
Rochester, N.Y. Key Library, Suite 11300,
Barnes-Jewish Hosp. Bldg. 454-7800.

And more...

Wednesday, May 30

Sunday, May 20

Noon. Orthopaedic research seminar. "The
Role of Mesechymal Stem Cells in
Osteoclast Differentiation." Gabriel
Mbalaviele, senior scientist, Pharmacia
Corp., Peapack, N.J. Key Library, Suite
11300, Barnes-Jewish Hosp. Bldg.
454-7800.

3 p.m. Memorial service. In remembrance
of William H. Masters. Graham Chapel
(reception following, Umrath Lounge).
286-0073.

Thursday, May 31
11 a.m. Pulmonary and Critical Care
Medicine Grand Rounds. "Sleep
Deprivation in the ICU." John Burr, fellow
in pulmonary and critical care medicine.

Thursday, May 24
4 p.m. Physical Therapy Program group
exercise program. MOVE (Moving for
Vigor and Energy) classes. Cost: $60.
(ContinuesThursdays through Aug. 9.)
Center for Health Promotion, 4444 Forest
Park Blvd. To register, call 286-1490.

Commencement Week
For more information, call the
Commencement Hotline at
935-4355.

Friday, May 18
8 a.m. Degree candidates
assemble.
8:30 a.m. Commencement
Exercises in Brookings
Quadrangle.
The following programs begin
immediately following the
Commencement Exercises:

distribution and reception on the
Steinberg Hall terrace. Rain
location: Gallery of Art,
Steinberg Hall.
John M. Olin School of Business:
Undergraduate diploma and
awards ceremony in the Field
House, Athletic Complex.
Reception follows in Simon Hall.
School of Engineering and
Applied Science: Undergraduate
diploma distribution in Room
324 Lopata Hall. Reception
follows, in Lopata Gallery and
Lopata Plaza between Jolley and
Cupples II halls.

College of Arts & Sciences:
Reception and diploma
distribution in the Sally E.
Strain Courtyard, between
Monsanto Laboratory and
the Psychology Building. Rain
location: Francis Gym,
Athletic Complex.

George Warren Brown School of
Social Work: Diploma ceremony
at Graham Chapel. Reception
follows in the Lucy and Stanley
Lopata Courtyard, Goldfarb Hall.

University College: Diploma
distribution and reception in
Ann W. Olin Women's
Building Lounge.

Program in Occupational
Therapy: Reception in Holmes
Lounge. Diploma ceremony
follows in Graham Chapel.

Graduate School of Arts &
Sciences: Hooding and
recognition ceremony in
Edison Theatre. Reception
follows in the Gallery and the
Gargoyle, lower level,
Mallinckrodt Center.

The following program begins at
noon:

School of Architecture:
Diploma ceremony,
Brookings Drive Mall.
Reception follows in Givens
Hall. Rain location and time:
diploma ceremony in
Graham Chapel, 3 p.m.
School of Art: Diploma

Health Administration Program:
Diploma ceremony at the
Sheraton Westport Hotel, Plaza
Tower, East Ballroom A&B.
Reception follows.
The following program begins at
12:30 p.m.:
School of Law: Diploma ceremony
in Brookings Quadrangle. Rain
location: Recreational Gymnasium, Athletic Complex. Reception follows in Anheuser-Busch
Hall.

The following program begins at
2 p.m.:
Henry Edwin Sever Graduate
School of Engineering and
Applied Science: Hooding and
recognition ceremony and
distribution of graduate
diplomas in Edison Theatre.
Reception follows in Bowles
Plaza. Rain location: the Gallery
and the Gargoyle, lower level,
Mallinckrodt Center.
The following programs begin at
3 p.m.:
John M. Olin School of Business: Graduate diploma and
awards ceremony in Field
House, Athletic Complex. Reception follows in Simon Hall.
School of Medicine: Senior
Program in the Lecture Hall,
America's Center, downtown
St. Louis. Reception follows in
the America's Center Atrium.

Saturday, May 19
10:30 a.m. John M. Olin School
of Business Executive MBA:
Diploma ceremony in May
Auditorium, Simon Hall.
3:30 p.m. John M. Olin School
of Business Executive MBA in
Health Services Management:
Diploma ceremony in May
Auditorium, Simon Hall.
Reunion Weekend continues.
Alumni from the 5th through
65th reunions gather for
cocktail parties, a parade and
dinner. For more information,
call the Reunion Hotline at
935-8020.

Friday, June 1

Saturday, June 9

7:30 a.m. The Carlos A. Perez, M.D.
Symposium: Current Topics in Cancer
Treatment. Lectures presented by cancer
experts from around the world. Cosponsored by WU School of Medicine,
Mallinckrodt Inst. of Radiology and The
Radiation Oncology Center. Eric P.
Newman Education Center. (Lunch and
reception included, no charge.) To
register, call 286-0073.

8:30 a.m. Siteman Cancer Center. "The
Susan G. Koman Breast Cancer Foundation
Race for the Cure." 5K run/walk and 1M
fun walk. Busch Stadium south parking lot.
454-5059.

Monday, June 18
9:30 a.m. WU Summer Writers Inst.
Workshop (through June 29). Cost: $600.
Hurst Lounge, Room 201 Duncker Hall. To
register, call 935-6759.

economic adviser to President
Ronald Reagan.
The Commissioner's Blue
Ribbon Panel on Baseball
May 29 conference here
Economics, which included Will,
includes Costas, Will
has identified a number of serious
— from Page 1
problems MLB faces. The panel
suggested:
• Large and growing revenue
discussions on a cross-section of
disparities exist and are causing
the game's most controversial
problems of chronic competitive
economic issues.
imbalance;
The conference will study
• These problems have become
the July 2000 report of the
substantially worse during the five
Commissioner's Blue Ribbon
complete seasons since the strikePanel on Baseball Economics.
shortened season of 1994, and
The discussion has taken on a
seem likely to remain severe;
sense of urgency because many
• The limited revenue-sharing
believe these issues must be
and payroll tax that are in place
addressed before owners and
have produced neither the
players can renegotiate the
intended moderating of payroll
collective bargaining agreement
disparities nor improved comgoverning player salaries, a pact
petitive balance;
now set to expire at the end of
• And in a majority of MLB
the 2001 season. The success of
markets, the cost to clubs of
these negotiations may detertrying to be
mine whether
■»___« ^____
competitive is
the 2002 season
escalais delayed by
"Major League Baseball causing
tion of ticket
another
Commissioner Bud Selig and concession
protracted and
messy strike by is now attempting to gain prices, jeopardizing MLB's
members of the
adoption of the panel's traditional
Major League
position as an
Baseball Players
proposals, and
affordable
Association
negotiations between the family spectator
(MLBPA), the
players' union.
owners and players will sport.
The panel
Panelists
be greatly influenced by also observed
include
that MLB does
spokespersons
the commissioner's
not operate as a
for key stakesuccess. We hope this genuine free
holders in the
MLB
baseball
conference will shed light market.
industry,
enjoys protection
on these issues and
including:
from antitrust
laws. The
Donald Fehr,
inform
efforts
now
under
purpose of this
MLBPA
way to ensure that
protection, and
executive
director; Richie
MLB rules
professional baseball the
that the protecBry, players'
continues to be a
agent; Clark
tion enables, is to
leagues
Griffith, sports
mainstay of American maintain
in which every
lawyer and
popular culture."
well-run club has
former Minnea reasonable
sota Twins
STEVEN S. SMITH
chance to reach
owner; Mark
postseason play.
Lamping, St.
The panel noted that MLB rules
Louis Cardinals president; and
are intended to protect the public
John Rawlings, editor of The
Sporting News.
interest by enabling franchises in
communities of varying sizes and
Several prominent academic
with different market conditions to
experts on the business and
compete against each other with a
culture of baseball will also be on
reasonable opportunity to succeed.
hand to moderate and participate
The panel recommended
in panel discussions, including
expanded revenue-sharing of
Rodney Fort of Washington State
local revenues, a competitive
University and Andrew Zimbalist
balance tax on high-payroll teams,
of Smith College.
and a redistributive formula of
Washington University Arts
new central fund revenues. The
& Sciences faculty participating
panel also recommended an
in the event include Gerald L.
annual competitive balance draft
Early, Ph.D., the Merle Kling
that would redistribute players
Professor of Modern Letters, an
from the strongest to the weakest
award-winning essayist who
teams. Other reform proposals
served as a consultant on the
also have received serious
Ken Burns documentary
discussion since the panel's report
"Baseball" for the Public
was issued.
Broadcasting Service; Wayne
"Major League Baseball
Fields, Ph.D., professor of
Commissioner Bud Selig is now
English, director of the Ameriattempting to gain adoption of
can Culture Studies Program
the panel's proposals, and
and the Lynne Cooper Harvey
negotiations between the owners
Distinguished Chair in English;
and players will be greatly
and Paul Rothstein, Ph.D.,
influenced by the commissioner's
associate professor of economics
success," Smith said. "We hope
who has conducted research on
this conference will shed light on
publicly financed projects such
these issues and inform efforts
as baseball stadiums. Also
now under way to ensure that
participating will be Murray
professional baseball continues to
Weidenbaum, Ph.D., the Edward
be a mainstay of American
Mallinckrodt Distinguished
popular culture."
University Professor and former

Baseball
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Brophy engineers a new career in medicine
BY GILA

Z. RECKESS

When Rob Brophy started
his clinical rotation in
orthopaedic surgery
during his final year of medical
school, his reputation preceded
him.
Brophy already was known not
only for his academic excellence,
but also for his diverse talents,
wrapped in a modest and
unassuming demeanor.
According to one of his
mentors, Ken Yamaguchi, M.D.,
assistant professor of orthopaedic
surgery, Brophy somehow
managed to exceed these expectations.
"He was everything you want
in a medical student — he's
bright, caring and compassionate," Yamaguchi said. "But he also
is a team player, eager to get in the
trenches and do the hard work."
As Brophy is quick to point
out, talent, skill and motivation
are not rare among his classmates.
But according to Leslie E. Kahl,
M.D., associate dean for student
affairs, the breadth and diversity
of Brophy's past and current
involvements make him stand out
from the rest.
Indeed, Brophy is not your
average medical student. As a
Stanford University undergraduate, he earned degrees in electrical
engineering and economics while
playing on the highly competitive
soccer team. He then enrolled in
the school's master's degree
program in industrial engineering, well on his way to a career in
the high-tech industry.
As a graduate student, he went
to live with his uncle, a physician,
and his aunt, a physical therapist,
who were coping with the
complications of their premature
newborn. Helping them inspired
Brophy to consider medicine.
And so, after five years of

Rob Brophy combines his sharp intellect, acute sense of responsibility and great personal warmth with
athletic accomplishments and deep business acumen.
engineering training, Brophy
changed gears and managed to fit
in extra biology and chemistry
classes while working as a teaching
assistant.
After completing his master's
degree, Brophy spent two years
test-driving the life he would
otherwise have led by working for
Cornerstone Research as a
business consultant. The sojourn
in the business arena solidified his
dreams of becoming a doctor.
"It was a great experience to be
able to sample what I would have
done if I continued down my
original path," Brophy said.

"Otherwise, I wouldn't have
known what I was walking away
from."
He also managed to weave into
his schedule a stint as a professional soccer-player, helping his
team win a national minor-league
championship in 1996.
Once at the School of Medicine, he continued to keep himself
busy. He reluctantly hung up his
cleats but remained physically
active and started writing for an
online sports site.
At school, he tackled his
course work with the refreshed
zeal of someone who just

discovered the world of medicine,
and he sampled a diverse mix of
academic research opportunities
in pursuit of a worthy specialty.
These efforts earned him several
academic awards.
He also continued to experiment with his interest in healthcare information technology.
"Rob's contributions to publicand private-sector medical
informatics initiatives round out
his exemplary academic performance at Washington University,"
said Mark Frisse, M.D., former
director of the Bernard Becker
Medical Library and now chief

medical officer at Express
Scripts Inc.
Brophy even spent his only
free summer — in between
preparations for his wedding to
wife Jen, now a teacher in
Hazelwood — helping develop
electronic medical-record
software at Oceania, a company
in Palo Alto, Calif.
"Not only does Rob bring to
medicine a sharp intellect,
incredible sense of responsibility and great personal warmth,
but he compliments these with
athletic accomplishments, a
keen business sense and a
loving marriage," Kahl said. "He
has wonderful balance in his
life."
Ultimately, though, his
original hunch sparked in gross
anatomy class was right — he
was destined to be a surgeon.
And with interests in sports and
engineering, orthopaedics
seemed the perfect fit.
"It's really exciting to work
with patients who have acute
problems that you can fix,"
Brophy said. "And both
understanding the injury and
designing a solution are
engineering-type challenges."
Research and clinical
rotations in orthopaedic
surgery during his final year
sealed the envelope. After
running a marathon in Idaho as
his final "hurrah" before
residency, Brophy will go to
Cornell University's Hospital
for Special Surgery as the first
School of Medicine graduate to
attend the esteemed program.
"Dr. Clay Semenkovich, an
alumnus and faculty member
here, told us that medicine is
one of the best things you can
do with your life," Brophy said.
"As I graduate, I now know
that's true — this is one of the
best decisions I've ever made."

Hometown hero Rodgers' future up in the air
BY ANTHONY WILSON

While many other graduates sit in comfort
knowing that a job or
graduate school awaits them in
the near future, Tasha Rodgers
knows not what is to become of
her in the next few years.
That, however, doesn't seem
to bother her too much.
It seems as if this should be
the time that Rodgers would start
scrambling — looking for a job
in the "real world" or planning
out a path to law school, her
intended goal. But she isn't doing
any of those things. She merely
waits, patiently, with a quiet
confidence that has permeated
her since long before her arrival
at the University.
Don't get her wrong, though.
Rodgers is not lazy, shiftless or
bored. She's ready for the next step
in what could become a burgeoning career ■— in basketball.
Rodgers, one of the best
Division III women's basketball
players to have ever graced the
hardwood, is looking for her
shot. The 2001 NCAA Division
III Player of the Year in women's
basketball, Rodgers waits as her
agent works diligently to try to
find her a free agent signing for a
Women's National Basketball
Association (WNBA) team.
"That's what my agent is for,"
Rodgers said. "I let him worry
and fret, and then he comes to
me with the results. I'm too
young to be getting stressed
about 'my future.'"
Even if no WNBA teams come
beckoning (and it's possible they

head women's basketball coach
.Nancy Fahey. "She was an
outstanding contributor all four
years and really rose to the
occasion as a team leader in her
senior season."
♦ m
Despite the possibility of
playing so far away, Rodgers still
seems undaunted. No stranger
to being away from home, she
spent her last three years of
high school at the Illinois Math
& Science Academy one hour
west of Chicago, and five hours
away from her family's house in
East St. Louis. Her extended
stay away from home — she
was only able to come home for
a few months each year —
fueled her decision to come
"home" for school. She
entertained offers from Emory,
Illinois Wesleyan and other
41. G f jm 1
■
universities, but decided the 20minute drive from her doorstep
to Washington University was
perfect for her. She has lived
with her family, a tight-knit
group, for all four years at WU.
But Rodgers is ready to
move on.
"There are so many things I
haven't been able to do because
o I've stayed at home," Rodgers
| said. "I don't regret it at all, but
j now it's time for me to expand.
I want to travel, especially."
Having led the Bears to four consecutive national titles, 2001 NCAA
With all the pressure many
Division III Player of the Year Tasha Rodgers is ready to move on.
graduates feel, Rodgers seems
impervious to it all. She hopes
to continue playing basketball
won't — she was passed over in
continue her dynamic and
for another "five or six more
the league's recent draft), Rodgers
electrifying style of play that
years, or however long I feel like
still anticipates a career in
helped spark the Bears to four
it," and then move on to law
basketball. She plans on extending
consecutive national titles.
school. The 5-foot-10 basketball
her playing days by heading
"Tasha has helped take the
star seems as comfortable with
overseas to Europe, where she will
program to another level," said
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"There are so many
things I would eventually
like to do. I'd like to go to
law school, I'd let to get
an MBA. But I'm only 21.
I don't need to know all
these things just yet. I've
got time. I'm too young
to stress myself out."
TASHA RODGERS

not knowing her future as she was
on the court.
"There are so many things I
would eventually like to do," she
said. "I'd like to go to law school,
I'd let to get an MBA. But I'm only
21.1 don't need to know all these
things just yet. I've got time. I'm
too young to stress myself out."
Part of her confidence stems
from the superior education she
has received at the University. She
said she has especially enjoyed her
marketing classes in her four years
here. And while insisting that she
had no one favorite class, she
knows that she is set for life.
"I love Washington University,"
she said. "I'm happy to be
graduating and moving on. I
know I have a great background
behind me because of this
University."
No matter what happens to
Rodgers in the next few years,
she's sure of one thing.
"No matter what happens," she
said, "I'll still be successful."
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VanDenburgh: Photography, volleyball and all in between
BY ALICE MARRE

Like most college freshmen,
Lea VanDenburgh wasn't
sure what path she wanted to
follow in her studies.
"There are great opportunities
here," said VanDenburgh, a
Phoenix native. "Washington
University has a great art school,
and they are interested in putting
art students through a true
interdisciplinary program. I liked
that idea, so I decided to give it
a try.
Her first experience with the
School of Art made her question
whether she'd made the right
choice.
"First semester was really hard
for me," she said. "I took 3-D
design right off the bat, and it
was incredibly difficult and
discouraging. Second semester,
though, I took 2-D and really
found my niche. I was a horrible
at drawing, but my professor
(Belinda Lee) encouraged me to
stick with it, and so I did."
Since those early trials,
VanDenburgh excelled in the
photography department and
became involved in a broad array
of campus activities.
Her biggest challenge has been
juggling between campus
activities, including being a
residential adviser (RA).
"I became involved in lots of
activities and got very into
campus life in order to keep me
connected," VanDenburgh said.
"Being a good RA became as
important to me as my schoolwork. It was very hard to balance
everything, but also very
rewarding."
One of VanDenburgh's
favorite extracurricular activities
has been working with Cultural
Diversity Players, a peer group
focused on diversity education.

Lea VanDenburgh's thesis combines photography, object-making
and her work with the Cultural Diversity Players to re-evaluate the
way our society deals with race.
During her term as co-coordinator for the players, she worked
closely with adviser Rachel
Merrell, coordinator for
multicultural student groups in

the Office of Student Activities.
"Lea's enthusiasm for all she
does is contagious," Merrell said.
"She is one of the most organized,
enthusiastic and dependable

students I have worked with. She
has won the respect of both peers
and faculty."
One of VanDenburgh's
favorite accomplishments came in
the athletic realm.
"I'm very proud of the
University's club volleyball team,"
she said. "I have been on the team
for four years, and honestly, we're
awesome. This year, with the help
of some really dedicated players
and coaches, we took fifth place
in the national championship."
In her second semester junior
year, VanDenburgh began a
community service project at the
Charless Home, a historic home
for elderly women in south
St. Louis. She also began working
at the bookmaking studio at the
University's West Campus.
"It's this hidden piece of
perfection on campus," she said.
"Any art student who finds the
opportunity to work there is
incredibly lucky."
She put her two projects
together and made a book about
the people at the Charless Home.
This initiative gave her an
opportunity to refine her
personal philosophy on her art.
"My philosophy at the time
was that you can't simply take a
photo of someone," VanDenburgh said. "You have to know
them and understand what's
behind their eyes. The picture
may be solid in composition or
form, but for it to be really good
it has to have the emotional
spark between photographer
and subject."
As she focused her coursework
on photography her junior year,
VanDenburgh began to develop
her own philosophy and style.
"When I started school here, I
only knew how to use one kind of
camera, and I only knew how to
print in black and white," she

said. "After entering the photo
major, I became comfortable
with different camera formats
and more involved and intrigued
with color photography."
VanDenburgh spent much of
her senior year refining her
thesis, a photo construction that
she has tentatively titled "Confronting White." It combines
photography, object-making and
her work with the Cultural
Diversity Players to re-evaluate
the way our society deals
with race.
"Lea is an incredibly dedicated student with an outstanding work ethic," said Richard
Krueger, assistant professor in
photography who worked
closely with VanDenburgh on
her thesis. "She is a good listener
and is very opinionated. She
brings her point of view to the
classroom for the benefit of all
who are involved in a class."
After graduation, VanDenburgh plans to take time off
from school to bring her goals
into focus.
"Working with Rachel
(Merrell) inspired me to work in
higher education, possibly in the
field of student activities,"
VanDenburgh said. "I really
enjoyed the work I've done with
student groups, and that may be
something I'd like to pursue
after graduation."
VanDenburgh also served on
the senior week committee and
with a team of students who
assisted the Office of Undergraduate Admissions in interviewing applicants. Her involvement in these activities has given
her a sense of closure.
"Interviewing was really fun,"
she said. "It's a nice way to feel
like you still have a part in
Washington University after
you graduate."

33 years, thousands of miles later, Miles graduates
BY JESSICA

N. ROBERTS

Cherie Carper Miles'
adventure began 33 years
ago when she came to the
University to begin her undergraduate education.
In 1968, Miles was an active
member of the University
community, joining a sorority
and taking classes toward a
sociology degree.
But by 1970, the dream of
travel lured Miles away from
campus, and she spent the next
few years visiting continents
throughout the world, including
Africa, South America and
Europe.
Miles' travels continued when
she returned to the United States.
At 26, she married John Miles
and moved to Minnesota, where
they had three children, Christopher, Jane and John.
Aside from her responsibilities
as a mother, Miles also worked as
an assistant manager and a buyer
for a small store and started her
own business as a free-lance
floral designer.
Throughout the years, Miles
remained interested in continuing her education.
"I always wanted to go back to
school," she
said.
In 1994, a
move to
Kansas City,
Mo., gave
Miles this
opportunity.
"I decided
I wanted to
go back to
school, but I
Cherie Carper
. \.
in 1970
wanted to go

Cherie Carper Miles (second from left), here with her two brothers and her mother while on vacation in
Paris, commuted from Kansas City, Mo., to the University for classes toward a degree in psychology.
back to Washington University,"
Miles said. "And since it was
drivable, it was doable."
Miles enrolled in University
College in Arts & Sciences, and
for the next two years, she
continued her traveling and
commuted from Kansas City to
St. Louis once a week for
her classes.
"I would make the 250-mile
drive over to St. Louis for an
evening class, stay the night and
drive home the next morning.
My friends the Kleins (Samuel

Klein, M.D., is the Danforth
Professor of Medicine and
Nutritional Science at the
School of Medicine and Hilary
Klein, M.D., is vice chair of the
psychiatry department at the
Saint Louis University School of
Medicine) were gracious enough
to open their home to me."
When she returned here,
Miles changed her major from
sociology to psychology.
"You use it in everything.
When I had a small business as a
free-lance floral designer

planning parties and weddings,
there's lots of psychology
involved, lots of hand-holding,"
Miles said. "And — it's an
interesting subject."
Along with her evening class
work, Miles spent two summers
in St. Louis taking courses at the
University's summer school,
leading to some rewarding
experiences outside the
classroom.
"One summer, I subletted an
apartment with two undergraduates, Allecia Vermillion

and Naree Moore," Miles said.
"It was fascinating, it was great
— we had a ball. I was a
roommate, not a mother. I
wasn't there to make editorial
comments."
The former roommates
remain friends and plan to get
together to celebrate their
graduation from the University.
Miles' recent collegiate
experience was somewhat
different than her first two years.
"I partied less and appreciated the education more than I
did the first time around,"
Miles said, "I think I realized, in
retrospect, how many wellknown and well-respected
people in their fields teach at
the University."
She credits her professors,
the students and her adviser,
Maria Hunter, academic
adviser and financial aid
coordinator for University
College, with making her total
experience enjoyable.
"They made a potentially
frightening experience —
returning to school as I turned
50 — comfortable," Miles said.
"Everyone made me feel at ease."
"Cherie's always been a
delight to work with," Hunter
said. "She's an incredibly
interesting and motivated
student — she would have to
be to accomplish what she did
in just two years."
Though her journey at the
University is over, Miles hopes
to help others on their educational path.
"I would like to teach in the
urban core," she said. "Right
now I am tutoring in reading
three days a week — it's a
challenge."
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Purdy gets highly involved, leaves her mark
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

M

Iichelle Purdy thrives on
the challenge of balancing academics and
extracurricular activities.
She has managed to maintain
higher than a 3.5 grade-point
average while having a hand in
seemingly every student organization or activity on campus
during her four years at the
University.
In fact, Purdy enjoyed her
time here so much, she's staying
around for a while. She will
pursue a master's degree in
history with an emphasis in
African-American educational
history in Arts & Sciences.
Purdy has made quite an
impression on students and
faculty.
"Michelle is simply outstanding and will leave a mark on
Washington University long after
she graduates," said Rachel
Merrell, coordinator of
multicultural student groups in
the Office of Student Activities.
"Michelle emulates everything we
hope for in a graduating senior."
While trying to decide where
to attend college, Purdy applied
to 13 other schools.
"Washington University was
always among the top choices,"
Purdy said. "When I came here
for the John B. Ervin Finalist
Scholarship Weekend and met
some of the deans and the
students, I was sold. I could tell
the administrators really cared
about students, and the students
themselves were very involved in
what they were doing, not just
academically but outside the
classroom as well."
As an undergrad in Arts &
Sciences, Purdy majored in
educational studies and AfroAmerican studies with a minor in
music — she's an accomplished
harp player. In addition to her
regular academic workload,

Michelle Purdy has been involved in so many activities on campus,
including a term as Student Union president, it's not surprising that
she said, "When I look back on the last four years, it's kind of a blur.'
Purdy was selected to participate
in the Mellon Minority Undergraduate Fellows Program, which
allows undergraduate students to
do intensive research on a project
of their choice.

Because of her interest in
education and her connection to
her birthplace of Jackson, Miss.,
Purdy chose to examine that
state's system of higher education
and how it affects politics, culture

and identity there. Using Jackson
State University and the University
of Mississippi, Purdy looked at the
importance of these institutions to
their communities. Her thesis was
completed this spring.
In addition to her strong
academic standing, Purdy was
extensively involved in extracurriculars. Last year, Purdy was
elected by her peers to serve as
Student Union president. In that
role, Purdy had a strong hand in
many programs and activities,
including October's presidential
debate and Campus Week of
Dialogue.
"My tenure as president of
Student Union this year has been
one of my most memorable
experiences here at the University," Purdy said. "We've managed
to make a lot of changes internally in Student Union that in
return have helped the visibility
and operation of SU Also, we've
tried to empower younger
students and help them realize
that everyone can make a
difference."
Purdy also has been heavily
involved with the Association of
Black Students (ABS).
"The Association of Black
Students first embraced me
freshmen year," Purdy said. "Our
class was very fortunate to come
in when ABS was celebrating its
30th anniversary on campus. I
was able to be a part of a
conscious-raising movement
regarding the issues that have
faced black students at the
University for the past 30 years
and the changes that have
occurred and still need to occur.
Working on the Action Proposal
(a document that revised the
original ABS Black Manifesto)
was a very rewarding experience."
Melanie Adams, associate
director of student activities,
admires Purdy's commitment to
the campus.
"From her work with the

Association of Black Students to
her volunteering with the
Campus Y, Michelle is able to
find the time to be involved and
give 110 percent to each of her
activities," Adams said. "She has
a strong commitment to
education and succeeding
outside the classroom. She
serves as a strong role model on
campus and her achievements
will continue to enhance the
campus community after she
has graduated."
Purdy also was active in
residential life as a resident
adviser, Lock and Chain (the
sophomore honorary), the annual
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Commemorative Celebration,
Leadership Through Service, and
Project Emerge through the
Campus Y. She served as president
of her sorority, Alpha Kappa
Alpha. She has been on the Dean's
List, won the Women's Society
Leadership Award and won
several leadership and service
awards from Alpha Kappa Alpha.
"When I look back on the last
four years, it's kind of a blur,"
Purdy said. "Some of it has gone
by very fast, but there are certain
moments that seem to linger."
She plans on taking the next
two years to decide if she wants
to pursue a doctorate in history
or education.
"I know I want to be a
professor in the immediate
future," she said. "I think the
administrative side brought out
in me during my time with
Student Union will always be
there, so I could see myself
moving into higher-education
administration or possibly the
political realm. We'll see what
the future holds."
Purdy said she would
strongly recommend the
University.
"Every day, I've been happy
with the decision to come here,"
she said.

Inexhaustible intellectual curiosity drives Birman
BY TONY FITZPATRICK

M

Iichael Birman's status as
an Eagle Scout no doubt
helped prepare him for
the rigors of the University's
academic life. But perhaps it is his
immigrant experience that
sparked his drive to reach out to
others.
Birman, from Chesterfield,
Mo., is the son of Victor and
Anna Birman, who emigrated
from Russia to Israel. His father
earned a doctorate at the
Technion (Israel Institute of
Technology) and worked in the
aerospace industry, while his
mother continued her studies at
the Technion.
Birman came to the United
States in 1984 when he was
5 years old. He knew no English
when he was enrolled at a New
Orleans kindergarten. He was
aided by a young friend, a fellow
immigrant from Iran named
Mehdi, who could sense that the
new kid in the class was a bit
bewildered. The two became fast
friends, and the transition from
the mother tongue of Russian to
English came so quickly and
smoothly that Birman could not
remember his native language. He
does remember that his first meal
in America was at a McDonald's,
and he and his sister Shirley, now
a sophomore engineering student
at the University, found the food
distasteful.
Birman is graduating with
degrees in biomedical and
chemical engineering and carries
a 4.0 grade-point average. He
plans to be an orthopedic surgeon
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Michael Birman's knowledge of chemical processes and other principles of chemical engineering will
be valuable as he pursues medical research. Birman's activities included serving as a resident adviser.
and is looking forward to
attending Baylor College of
Medicine this fall.
His University years have been
highlighted by extraordinary
community service and an
inexhaustible intellectual
curiosity that drove him to work
three summers in three different
medical laboratories to garner as
many medical experiences as
possible. For four years, he has
volunteered his time and services
with the Campus Y. Through the
Y's Alternative Spring Break
program, Birman has gone to a
Navajo Indian reservation, the
tiny Caribbean country of Belize,

and to a small town in Louisiana,
helping in a variety of community service projects. His spent
his senior year as a resident
adviser (RA) on the second floor
of Danforth Hall, a freshman
residence.
"It's been lots of fun being an
RA," Birman said. "You start out
helping students to adjust to new
surroundings, and over time you
develop true friendships with
them. I've learned so much from
them and am so glad I had this
opportunity."
To help the freshmen he guides
appreciate the beauty of Missouri,
this spring Birman arranged a trip

i

to Johnson Shut-ins and Elephant
Rocks state parks to savor the
Ozarks, a region he has loved since
coming to the St. Louis area as a
10-year-old.
"This is my favorite place in
Missouri, and we had a great day,"
he said. "Lots of times, students
just stay in St. Louis for four
years and miss out on the bigger
picture of what it's like to be
here."
When he started his studies at
the University in 1997, Birman
decided to pursue majors in both
the biomedical and chemical
engineering fields. His interest in
these fields was ignited during

high school when he shadowed an
orthopedic surgeon and observed
how biomedical engineering
affects medical progress. It was
also clear to him that the knowledge of chemical processes and
other principles of chemical
engineering would be valuable in
successfully pursuing medical
research.
Birman's interest in medicine
strengthened with his various
research and service activities at
the University. These include
volunteering at St. Louis
Children's Hospital and working
as a researcher in the cardiovascular biophysics laboratory in
summer 1998; in the Department
of Orthopedic Surgery in 1999;
and in the Department of
Anatomy and Neurobiology in
2000.
"Such broad exposure to
various aspects of medicine was
invaluable," Birman said. "My
experiences varied from learning
how to infer information from the
four basic sounds to dissecting
cadavers to understanding spinal
disease.
"My experiences at Washington University also have been very
valuable in making me a better
leader and organizer. I've been
influenced by many wonderful
people, and I treasure my time
here. I am indebted to many
outstanding professors whom I
learned from during my studies."
After the demanding pace
Birman set for himself at the
University, he plans to take a
natural retreat this summer, serving
as a camp counselor at Camp Taum
Sauk in Lesterville, Mo.

8

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS

RECORD

Gallery of Graduates
Cammarata brings development strategies to Nepal
BY ANN NICHOLSON

Assisting St. Louis families
struggling with HIV/AIDS.
Working with peers to better
understand discrimination's farreaching effects. Promoting
sustainable development in Nepal.
Master of social work (MSW)
student Renee Cammarata has
been improving the lives of
individuals while honing her skills
toward a career in social and
economic development or policy
analysis.
Of the many projects she has
tackled at the George Warren
Brown School of Social Work,
perhaps the most challenging has
been her fieldwork in Nepal for
the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP). The
UNDP's mission is to provide
advice, advocacy and grant
support to 132 developing
countries while furthering the
overall U.N. goal of reducing
poverty.
Cammarata is conducting her
fieldwork in conjunction with the
Social Policy in Law Program, led
by Gautam Yadama, Ph.D.,
associate professor of social work.
She is working specifically on the
UNDP's Sustainable Community
Development Programme, which
promotes development through
sound social, economic and
environmental practices.
"I am part of a team convened
to implement the principles of
Agenda 21 from the 1992 Rio de
Janeiro Sustainable Development
Earth Summit," said Cammarata,
who plans to continue her
fieldwork through the early
summer. "Our mission is to
produce a document to help
direct national, sustainable
development in Nepal."
Nepal faces numerous
environmental, economic and

George Warren Brown School of Social Work student Renee
Cammarata visits with Gautam Yadama (center), Ph.D., associate
professor of social work, and social work student Andrew Kluetz at
the Singha Durbar, the parliament building in Kathmandu, Nepal.
Cammarata and Kluetz, who are both conducting field work in Nepal,
are graduating with master of social work degrees.
social pressures brought on by
widespread poverty, rapid
urbanization and depleting
natural resources in rural areas.
However, as the government

struggles to provide basic services,
the country's emerging democracy is creating new opportunities
for citizen empowerment.
In addition to her policy work
in the capital city of Kathmandu,

Cammarata experienced firsthand
the many challenges faced by rural
residents. She lived for two weeks
with an impoverished family in a
dung and straw hut, and traveled
to other remote areas to interview
community members about their
most pressing needs.
"I learned a great deal about
the importance of assuring that
national policy includes input
from individuals at the grassroots level, as well as how
challenging this can be to
achieve," Cammarata said. "I also
learned that development
strategies cannot be static. They
must be flexible enough to adapt
to changing situations and needs.
As situations evolve, a successful
development strategy reflects such
changes and incorporates
appropriate responses to these
changes."
At the same time, her fieldwork has given her insights into
the effects of poverty and the
plight of minority populations,
because in Nepal, she was not part
of the racial majority.
"To be stared at and treated
differently because of my skin
color and gender was an experience that I never had to endure, to
such an extent, in the United
States," she said. "It added an
entirely new and, oftentimes,
emotional dimension to day-today living in Nepal. Equally
important was working with
dramatically visible poverty. I now
have a more realistic understanding of a minority person's
experience, as well as how poverty
and depravation affect every
aspect of an individual's life."
A native of North Andover,
Mass., Cammarata decided to
pursue the social work field due to
her interests in social policy, social
and economic development and
social issues management. After

earning a bachelor's degree in
psychology from Clark University
in 1998, Cammarata enrolled in
the social work school here and
was awarded a Bettie Schroth
Johnson Women in Management
Scholarship. She designed her
own degree concentration,
combining social, economic and
health development with a
specialization in management.
Cammarata not only has been
a stellar scholar but also an
outstanding student leader,
spearheading projects focusing on
diversity and discrimination
awareness.
As part of the social work
program's required 1,000 hours of
practical experience, Cammarata
worked for Project ARK (AIDS/
HIV Resources for Kids), a
Washington University School of
Medicine clinical care and
psychosocial support services
center for women, youths and
children with HIV and their
families. She assisted with HIV/
AIDS education and prevention,
grant writing, program evaluation
and development of a consumer
advisory board.
"Ren6e is not only an outstanding student, but also a
dedicated social advocate and a
determined, highly effective group
leader," said Shanti K. Khinduka,
Ph.D., the George Warren Brown
Distinguished University Professor and dean of the social work
school. "She has a knack for
uncovering a need, developing a
plan and conscientiously following through with its implementation. Her fieldwork reflects her
strong commitment to assisting
underserved populations and her
drive to find appropriate solutions. She is destined for great
work in social policy or development, serving the needs of the
disenfranchised."

Williams aims to use law degree to affect policy
BY ROBERT BATTERSON

Kyle Williams always wanted
to be a lawyer. But having
grown up in a "typical
middle-class family" in Chino
Hills, Calif., he seems surprised by
his own accomplishments.
Yet, Williams offers the
following advice to future
Washington University graduates:
"Don't be afraid to define your
own dreams. Don't be afraid to
pick a road that nobody else has
gone down before. Pick a road
that your friends, or your peers, or
your family members before you
haven't gone down. Don't be
afraid to put all that you are on
the line in order to achieve
something."
For the past year, Williams has
served as editor in chief of the
Journal of Law and Policy and is
finishing a clerkship with Judge
Theodore McMillian on the
Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals
in St. Louis. He also served as a
research assistant to law school
Dean Joel Seligman. His next stop
is New York City, where he will
join the prestigious law firm Davis
Polk & Wardwell.
Williams credits many people
who have helped him define his
dreams and aspirations along the
way, but especially the advice of
his father.
"It was never to do anything in
particular," Williams said. "It was
never to go get a professional
degree, or to be captain of the
team, or to be the student body
president. It was always just to be
the best in whatever capacity I was
handed. His favorite expression,
to quell my worries about making
him proud, was, 'I don't care if

you grow up to be a truck driver,
just as long as you are a hardworking, happy truck driver,
you'll be a success.'"
But in his last year at California State Polytechnic University,
he did serve as student body
president. After graduation, he
joined T. Rowe Price in Los
Angeles, where he supervised a
team of securities traders.
"My plan had always been to
go on to law school, and I lost my
enthusiasm to do it," Williams
said. "I made the decision to not
go to (law) school not by what my
dreams were. I made a decision
based on what I thought my peers
would think is the right decision."
Luckily, Williams had two
cheerleaders as colleagues at T.
Rowe Price — Robin Pellegrino
and Jim Ko — who encouraged
him to come to Washington
University and pursue his dream.
"As soon as the two of them
knew I wanted to go to law
school, their enthusiasm for me to
go back gave me the confidence to
do it," he said.
Williams never looked back.
He plunged into his studies at
Washington tirelessly but found
first year something of a drudge.
It wasn't until second year that it
all clicked. He found his muse in
the joys of federal income tax law.
"My academic mentor was
Professor Peter Wiedenbeck,"
Williams said. "In my first year, I
always studied very, very hard. But
he was the first person who
actually taught me that the law was
interesting — that there weren't
just rules that you had to learn and
rote formulas that you had to
apply, but that there was actually
logic and policy and reasoning and

It was a federal income tax professor who taught Kyle Williams that
the law is "sort of that fabric that weaves through everybody's life."
things that tied society together
behind all those laws."
"It's bizarre," he continued,
"but I really learned and grew to
absolutely love learning about the
law through the eyes of a federal
income tax professor. It was the

first time that I got to see that law
was sort of that fabric that weaves
through everybody's life. That was
a big turning point for me."
Long term, Williams wants to
get involved with small minority
businesses and help change the

securities laws that make it
difficult for these firms to raise
the capital they need for
investment or expansion. He said
securities laws are built on a
model that protects investors by
making companies give all sorts
of disclosures and "jump
through all kinds of hoops" that
tend to have a disproportionate
impact on minorities and lowerincome neighborhoods.
"It's not that the laws overtly
sort of discriminate or are
overtly unjust," he said. "They're
just not conducive to certain
types of capital-raising and not
especially friendly to certain
types of businesses that are
trying to raise that money under
certain conditions. It's those
conditions that I would like to
infuse into current financial
policy to be able to help those
companies and those people as
entrepreneurs to be able to
realize their dreams as well."
Williams plans on a long
career at a law firm in New York
and also pursuing his interest in
urban development and securities-law policy by either working
for the Securities and Exchange
Commission or the Small
Business Administration, or even
running for political office.
"I have an interest in what you
can do with politics," he said. "I
don't have so much an interest in
being a politician. But I do have
an interest in being in a position
to suggest policy or to make
policy changes. The politician
part is sort of the bag of evil that
comes with the bag of stars."
It seems that whatever
Williams does, he most likely will
find stars in his bag.
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Architecture's Yu has poetry in her designs
BY LIAM OTTEN

Jin-Ling Yu arrived at the
School of Architecture in
1999 with a resume of built
work that most master's students
can only dream of. A graduate of
Beijing's prestigious Tsinghua
University, Yu had spent the last
six years practicing in her native
city of Zhuhai, China, where she
developed an impressive range of
industrial, commercial and
residential projects for the
government-backed Zhuhai
Architectural Design Institute.
Yet despite her many accomplishments — the 13,000 squaremeter Nanping Post Building; the
30,000 square-meter Jiuchang
Plaza; the 11,000 square-meter Pit
Building for the Zhuhai International Circuit auto raceway — Yu
initially was nervous about
graduate study in the United
States.
"I was not very confident when
I got here," she admits with a shy
smile. "When my professors
would ask me 'what's your idea'
for a project, I didn't feel I could
give them very good answers.
Nothing other than utilitarian
function."
Carl Safe, professor of
architecture and Yu's adviser,
respectfully disagrees.
"There is poetry in her work,"
he explained, pointing out that Yu
recently received architecture's
Widmann Prize, a $2,000 stipend
awarded by faculty to one
outstanding graduate student
each year. "The school can
nurture that sense of poetry, and
maybe allow her to accept it, but
we can't manufacture it. That's
inside of her."
And, increasingly, in her
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Jin-Ling Yu spent six years practicing architecture in her home city of Zhuhai, China, before coming to the
University. Yu's master's degree project is a speculative plan for a Chinese-American community center in
downtown St. Louis, drawing inspiration from the collective history of the city's Chinese population.
buildings. For example, Yu's
degree project, a speculative plan
for a Chinese-American community center in downtown
St. Louis, draws inspiration from
the collective history of the city's
Chinese population, and draws
resonance from a subtle merging
of eastern and western forms.
Nestled under the shadow of
Highway 40, the center includes
studios, classrooms, an exhibition hall and a 300-seat theater
— all brought together in a

dynamic, zigzagging design.
"Basically, I did lots of research
into the memory of the Chinese
in St. Louis," Yu said.
What she discovered was a tale
of displacement. Founded in the
late 19th century, St. Louis'
original Chinatown was uprooted
in 1960 by the construction of
Busch Stadium, while the next
settlement —■ along Delmar
Boulevard between 15th and 17th
streets — was replaced in 1978
with an industrial park. The

community then moved to the
South Grand neighborhood and,
more recently, to a section of •
Olive Boulevard in University
City.
Charted on a map, these four
sites form a rough Z-shape, which
Yu adopted as her project's central
organizing motif.
"The building follows this idea
of the movement," she explained,
noting the three distinct elevations, which stair-step down from
just beneath the highway to the

edge of Choeteau's Pond on the
south. "The idea is to continue
the image of the highway, to
touch the ground and then to
go to the water.
"The building must be
engaged with the site and must
be very well integrated with the
culture and background," Yu
continued. "It cannot be a
building just by itself. That's
the difference between architecture and sculpture."
"Jin-Ling has really come
into her own as a strong
personality at the school,
particularly this year," said Paul
Donnelly, the Rebecca and John
Voyles Professor of Architecture, who directed the degree
project studio with Professor
Adrian Luchini. "As humble and
gentle as she is, she has great
conviction about her work —
conviction that is rooted in a
very rich understanding of
history, site and tradition. She's
tremendous in critiques
because she can stake out her
positions and defend them with
great eloquence."
After graduation, Yu hopes
to earn her U.S. license and
practice here for a time before
returning to China.
"In China, young architects
have so many opportunities
because we are a developing
country," she said. "But I think
that you can be more free if
you're not just a Chinese
architect or an American
architect, but can do some kind
of international architecture.
"That's a long-term plan,"Yu
added softly. "I don't know
whether I can achieve it or not,
but I think I have a good
beginning."

St. Louis native Ebel stays in town, kind of
BY GERRY EVERDING

Brian Ebel had plenty of
opportunities to go away to
college, but decided to
remain in St. Louis and attend
Washington University. His
parents, who both graduated from
the University, were thrilled by his
decision to study close to home —
they couldn't have been more
wrong.
In his four undergraduate
years, Ebel has made four research
trips to Hawaii, including a full
semester at the University of
Hawaii, where he studied Hawaiian geology and volcanology,
meteorology and high-temperature geochemistry (how volcanic
rocks form in the interior of the
Earth).
For his senior thesis, he
conducted and published a
hydrologic study on the environmental impact of a proposed
observatory expansion on Mauna
Kea Summit.
Ebel also has spent a summer
participating in research and
meeting astronauts as a fellow at
NASA's Goddard Space Flight
Center in Maryland. He assisted
in field studies of a Mars royer
prototype in California's Mojave
Desert. And he cared for the
elderly at a homeless shelter in
Prague, Czechoslovakia, as part of
a spring break service project.
His research interests have
extended from the Missouri River
bottoms to Madagascar, places for
which he used Landsat satellite
images to develop maps and other
data in support of field studies; to
the dry lake beds of California's
Silver Lake, for which he developed a prototype simulation
model to estimate diurnal

Brian Ebel has traveled the world, taking advantage of the opportunities the University provided.
variations in temperature; to a
2001 mission to Mars, for which
he conducted experiments to
determine how much dust might
cling to the spacecraft's solar
panels.
As part of a science and
mission control team headquartered at the University, he
experienced firsthand the thrill of
Steve Fossett's 1998 "round the
world" balloon mission.
"Friends of mine who went
away to college elsewhere can't

believe it when I tell them about
all the opportunities I've had at
Washington University," said Ebel,
who will receive a bachelor of arts
degree in earth and planetary
sciences in Arts & Sciences and a
minor in business administration.
Ebel's exploits have earned him
admission this fall to the prestigious hydrology doctoral program
at Stanford University. He credits
much of his success to his close
relationship with Raymond E.
Arvidson, Ph.D., the James S.

McDonnell Distinguished
University Professor and chair of
the Department of Earth and
Planetary Sciences in Arts 8c
Sciences. A 25-year veteran of
NASA research, Arvidson has
been instrumental in nudging
Ebel and other students toward
elite careers in the sciences.
"Brian is a rare individual,"
Arvidson said. "He is gentleman
and a hard-working student who
excels academically. He has also
become my friend, someone with

whom I will keep in contact with
for the rest of my career."
Arvidson has served as Ebel's
adviser and mentor since his
freshman year, when he was
selected to take part in the
Hewlett Program in Environmental Sustainability, an innovative,
cross-disciplinary, two-year
program of intensive studies of
environmental topics. As part of
the Hewlett Program, Arvidson
led Ebel and other students on
extended educational tours of
California's Mojave Desert and
Volcanoes National Park on the
Big Island of Hawaii. Arvidson
and Ebel also worked side-by-side
capturing data from a science
payload aboard the Fossett
balloon.
"Often when you're a freshman, it seems you get stuck in
huge lecture classes and you don't
get to know the professors that
closely," Ebel said, "But with
Hewlett, there's a sort of
mentorship that develops right
away. Dr. Arvidson offered me a
summer job working on projects
in the lab, which was a pretty rare
opportunity for someone who just
finished his freshman year."
Ebel hopes someday to be
offering these same sorts of
opportunities to his own students.
He decided on Stanford because
six long years of doctoral studies
there puts him on the fast track
toward his goal of hydrology
research and teaching at the
university level.
Where would he like to teach?
Well, don't tell his parents, but
he'll be studying at Stanford
under one of the world's leading
experts on the hydrology and
geomorphology of a small island
state known as Hawaii.
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Gallery of Graduates
Rutledge combines dynamic knowledge, University service
BY DONNA KETTENBACH

Articulate, intelligent, wellversed, open, eager, multilingual, upbeat.
These are just a few words to
describe Rebecka Rychelle
Rutledge — a Chancellor's Fellow
completing her seven-year stay at
the University by earning a
doctorate in comparative literature from the Graduate School of
Arts & Sciences.
"It's been great being at
Washington University," Rutledge
said.'Tve had nothing but positive
experiences here. That may sound
like a cliche, but it's not. I have a
great appreciation for the
University and am grateful to have
benefited from the chancellor's
fellowship."
Rutledge has all the earmarks
of a fine professor and is eager to
begin as assistant professor of
English at Miami University in
Ohio this August.
But before the Cincinnati
native returns to Ohio, she will
spend part of the summer
exploring France's national
archives, researching the role of
activist and scholar W.E.B. Du
Bois in Paris' 1900 World's Fair.
She is fluent in French after
earning a bachelor's degree in it
from Ohio University. Rutledge's
combined love for literature,
travel and French has allowed her
to study abroad during her
academic career to France,
Martinique and Guadeloupe.
As such, her research interests
include Francophone Caribbean
literature, African-American
literature, nationalism, literary
theory and cultural studies. She
has taught both comparative
literature and African and AfroAmerican studies courses in Arts
& Sciences here.
"Teaching comparative
literature does just that — it
compares literature across various
lines — national, ethnic, gender,

"Rebecka's worked very
hard and is a very
capable and intelligent
woman, and I feel lucky
that I've known her over
these past several years.
I've learned a lot from
Rebecka — about
teaching, relating better
to students and realizing
what students' work
means to them."
GERALD

Rebecka Rutledge has taught both comparative literature and African and Afro-American studies
courses in Arts & Sciences at the University. Her research interests include Francophone Caribbean
literature, African-American literature, nationalism, literary theory and cultural studies.
etc.," Rutledge explained.
When not researching or
teaching, she has contributed to
the University in other ways.
Rutledge has served as a member
of the minority faculty recruitment committee, a volunteer
recruiter for the Graduate School
of Arts & Sciences, a member of
the Graduate Student Senate and
an executive committee member
of the graduate council. An active
member of Delta Sigma Theta
sorority, she co-chaired the St.
Louis Alumnae Chapter's political
awareness and involvement

committee and organized its 2000
political forum.
Apart from her academic life,
Rutledge has volunteered as a
tutor for St. Louis YMCA "Yread"
Program, a deputy registrar for
the Missouri Board of Voter
Registration and for Easter Seals.
She also has worked as a language
consultant for the Orthwein
Theatre Company production of
"Shooting Simone" and as an
interpreter for Dance St. Louis/
Vaughn Cultural Center's hosting
of the National Ballet of Senegal.
Rutledge came to the Univer-

Use the World Wide Web to obtain complete job descriptions. Go to https://hr.wustl.edu/ (Hilltop)
or http://medicine.wustl.edu/wumshr (Medical). -

Information regarding
positions may be
obtained in the Office of
Human Resources,
Room 130, West
Campus. If you are not
a WU staff member, call
935-9836. Staff
members call 935-5906.
Research Technician
000256
General Services
Assistant 000377

Associate Director,
Annual Giving
Programs 010231
Senior Prospect
Researcher 010236
Reference/Subject
Librarian
(Psychology) 010241
Reference/Subject
Librarian (German)

010242

010247

Administrative
Secretary 010032

Residential College
Director 010251-53

Director of
Admissions and
Marketing 010069

Administrative
Assistant 010254

Associate Director of
Research
Communications

Research Assistant

Research Assistant

010140
Coordinator,
Programming and All
Campus Events

010146
Financial Aid
Coordinator 010155
Catalog Librarian

010166
Career Development
Specialist 010187
Planned Giving
Officer 010194
Administrative Aide
010197
Senior Prospect
Researcher 010213

010303
Sales Associate (part
time) 010304

Assistant Accountant

Research Technician

Mechanic
(Bargaining Unit
Employee) 010111-2

Technical Director

Administrative Aide

010250

010108

Administrative
Assistant 010302

Administrative
Assistant for Office
of the Dean 010305

010023

Senior Medical
Sciences Writer

Administrative
Assistant 010300

Coordinator, Alumni
& Student Marketing
& Relations 010245

Research Assistant

010107

Circulation Assistant

010298

Receptionist 010256

010306
Secretary III 010307
Academic
Coordinator 010308
Retention and
Academic Advisor
010309
Research Assistant

010310

010268

Manager, Business
Development 010311

Student Union
Business Manager
010269

Mail Carrier (part
time) 010312
Circulation Assistant

Public Services and
Interlibrary Loan
Assistant 010327
Mechanic
(Bargaining Unit
Employee)
010328-32
Administrative
Assistant I 010333
Senior Internal
Auditor 010337

Medical
Campus
This is a partial list of
positions at the School
of Medicine.
Employees: Contact the
medical school's Office
of Human Resources at
362-7196. External
candidates: Submit
resumes to the Office of
Human Resources,
4480 Clayton Ave.,
Campus Box 8002,
St. Louis, MO 63110, or
call 362-7196.

010271

010313

Secretary 1/Assistant
Coordinator 010453

Deputized Police
Officer 010273

Regional Director of
Development 010314

Statistical Data
Analyst 010553

Admissions Officer
010274

Regional Director of
Development 010316

010676

Director III 010276

Department
Secretary 010317

Payroll Assistant
010981

Assistant Director of
MBA Admissions

Secretary II (part
time) 011133

Research Technician

Site Operator/
Technician 010279
Associate Vice
Chancellor 010280
Secretary/
Receptionist 010284

010318
Government Grants
Specialist II010319
Research Assistant

Public Service
Coordinator 010286

010321

Administrative
Assistant 010287

010322

Catalog Librarian

010290
Special Media
Collections Archivist
010297

Material Processor
Project Coordinator
010324
Departmental
Secretary 010325
Office Manager
010326

said. "I've learned a lot from
Rebecka — about teaching,
relating better to students and
realizing what students' work
means to them. She's going to
be a great professor."
As a student, Rutledge
knows how important it is to
have freedom to explore those
subjects that allure you. Her
studies here took an interdisciplinary approach.
"I've been fortunate that
comparative literature lets me
do my work," she said. "I feel
very lucky — I think I've led
somewhat of a charmed life
here at Washington University."
She received a number of
job offers but decided on
Miami, in part because its
English department is willing
to accept her as a comparatist.
And, her entire family is just a
half-hour away.
As far as long-range plans,
Rutledge hopes to be doing
something, "fabulous and fun
— and I would love to publish
a novel someday." But for now,
she is focusing on the present.

Sports

Employment
Hilltop
Campus

sity after applying and being
accepted to a number of other
schools.
"I visited here and met with
Gerald Early and this seemed
the right place to be," she said.
"And the fellowship helped!"
Early, Ph.D., the Merle Kling
Professor of Modern Letters in
Arts & Sciences, became
Rutledge's adviser and mentor.
"Rebecka's worked very hard
and is a very capable and
intelligent woman, and I feel
lucky that I've known her over
these past several years," Early

L. EARLY

Editorial Assistant

Business Manager

011232
Medical Secretary II
(part time) 011275
Garage Attendant

011411
Purchasing Assistant
(part time) 011434
Administrative
Coordinator 011439
Librarian 011505

Pair of women's
coaches honored
Two University women's head
coaches — basketball's Nancy
Fahey and tennis' Lynn
Imergoot — were presented
with Women's Sports Foundation 2001 Coach of the Year
Awards at the organization's
recent biennial summit
meeting. Only four awards are
presented each year, recognizing outstanding coaches
working with youth, high
school and college athletes.

Women's tennis drops
5-4 heartbreaker
The women's tennis team,
making its third trip to the
NCAA tournament in team
history, dropped a heartbreaker
Saturday in the first round to
the University of WisconsinEau Claire, 5-4. The Bears
managed to split the singles
portion of the match, as
Stephanie Cook, Jen Kivitz and
Laura Greenberg picked up
wins at Nos. 3,5 and 6 singles,
respectively. Kivitz pulled out a
particularly tough match,
winning 7-5,7-5. The doubles
appeared to going well for the
Bears, too. No. 1 doubles
partners Nandini Chaturvedula
and Cook scraped out a 9-7
win, giving WU the early
advantage. Eau Claire, however,
answered with victories at
Nos. 2 and 3 doubles to take a

Coaches Nancy Fahey (left) and Lynn Imergoot were honored at
the recent Women's Sports Foundation's biennial summit.
5-4 victory. The Bears finished the
season at 13-5.

Men's tennis loses to
Coe, finishes at 15-8
In its third trip to the NCAA
Tournament in school history, the
Bears' men's tennis team fell to Coe
College, 5-1, May 11. At No. 4
singles, sophomore David
Genovese grabbed a win for WU
with a 6-1,6-3 victory over Phil
Williams. But that was the only

point the Bears could muster,
as Max Schlather and
Genovese's win in No. 2
doubles wasn't enough to offset
losses in Nos. 1 and 3 doubles.
The Bears finished 15-8 on the
season, making their second
consecutive NCAA Tournament appearance under head
coach Ted Durham in just his
second season. Prior to
Durham's arrival, the Bears had
gone 14 seasons without
making a trip to the NCAAs.
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Notables
Of Note

Small WOllder "Strawfoot," 4 inches by 2 inches, is by Sarah
Russell, associate dean of Arts & Sciences. Along with other
small beaded vessels, the piece is on display through June 16
at LOCUS Gallery, 7700 Forsyth Blvd. (mezzanine level of the
Borders bookstore building) in Clayton. Also on exhibit are her
cut paper collages and wearable beaded amulet bags. Russell
developed her art career over the past 30 years and has
exhibited work in solo shows as well as local and national
juried exhibitions.

Thalachallour Mohanakumar,
Ph.D., the Jacqueline G. and
William E. Maritz Chair and
professor of surgery, pathology
and immunology at the School of
Medicine, received the 2001
Fujisawa Career Basic Science
Award, chosen by the American
Society of Transplantation (AST)
Awards Committee May 14. He
was selected for the AST award by
his peers based on his substantial
contributions to the field of
transplantation medicine. The
award carries a $25,000 gift to the
University....
Victoria Fraser, M.D.,
associate professor in the School
of Medicine and medical director
of infection control for BJC
HealthCare, was recently awarded
the Society for Healthcare
Epidemiology of America Young
Investigator Award....
David Warren, M.D., a fellow
in the infectious disease division
at the School of Medicine, was a
recent recipient of the Society for
Healthcare Epidemiology of
America Trainee Award at their
annual meeting in Toronto. He is
one of six physicians to receive
this honor. Warren is currently
examining the risk factors,
outcomes and prevention of
hospital-acquired infections....
Charles Leven, Ph.D.,
professor emeritus of economics
in Arts & Sciences, was honored
at a reception for past presidents
at a February meeting of the
Western Regional Science
Association in Palm Springs,
Calif.; taught a short course in
regional science at the University

of Reading in Pennsylvania in
March; and spent nine days in
April in Romania under sponsorship of the Ministry of Public
Administration, speaking to
boards of commissioners in two
counties and to students at two
universities. Leven also authored a
paper and the introduction for
"Regional Science Perspectives in
Economic Analysis," just published by North-Holland Press. He
has been invited to spend a week
this month at the Center for
Economic Research at Kyoto
University in Japan....
William R. Lowery, Ph.D.,
associate professor of political
science in Arts 8c Sciences, was
honored as the Campus Y
Volunteer of the Year by the
YMCA of Greater St. Louis.
Lowery finished a four-year term
as co-chair of the Board of
Managers for the Y in December
2000 and continues to serve on
the board....
Gerald L. Early, Ph.D., the
Merle Kling Professor of Modern
Letters in Arts 8c Sciences, was
recently named a fellow by the
National Humanities Center for
the academic year 2001-02. As a
fellow, Early will work on research
projects in the humanities and
will exchange ideas with other
fellows in seminars, lectures and
conferences. The National
Humanities Center is a privately
incorporated independent
institute for advanced study in the
humanities. Since 1978, the center
has awarded fellowships to leading
humanities scholars, whose work
at the center has resulted in the
publication of more than 700
books, including a number of
prize-winning volumes....

Campus Watch
The following incidents were reported to University Police May 8-15. Readers with information
that could assist in investigating these incidents are urged to call 935-5555. This information is
provided as a public service to promote safety awareness and is available on the University
Police Web site at rescomp.wustl.edu/~wupd.

May 8

May 11

10:18 a.m. — An unknown
person pried a temporary door
on the southwest side of the
Charles F. Knight Executive
Education Center off its hinges.
There was no other damage to
the building, and nothing was
taken.

9 a.m. — A student reported
the theft of her black Nokia
cell phone from her unlocked
room in Beaumont Residence
Hall. There are no suspects or
witnesses. Total loss is valued
at $100.
10:40 a.m. —Officers
responded to a fire alarm at
Shanedling Residence Hall. An
investigation revealed that a
washing-machine belt in the
basement began to smoke.
Clayton Fire Department
responded to the scene. There
was no apparent damage to
the building.
1:37 p.m. — The foreman for
Rock Hill Mechanical reported
the theft of a welding machine
from building No. 3 in the
Small Group Housing
construction site. The machine
had been secured to a support
beam with a chain lock. No
damage was evident on the
lock or chain. The machine is
valued at $5,000.

May 9
10:06 p.m. — A student stated
that an unknown person
entered his unlocked room in
Liggett Residence Hall between
8:20 p.m.- 9:40 p.m. and stole
his Gateway laptop. Total loss is
valued at $3,700.

May 10
1:01 p.m. — An officer witnessed an African-American
male, 5-foot-9,160 pounds,
wearing a white T-shirt and
carrying a blue backpack, acting
suspiciously. The subject was
seen between the Wohl Student
Center parking garage and
Koenig Residence Hall. The
officer followed the subject into
Graham Chapel. After entering
the chapel he was no longer in
possession of the backpack,
which was found in a first-floor
storage closet of the chapel. An
investigation revealed that the
backpack contained a stolen
laptop computer. St. Louis
County ID was contacted to
process stolen item. The
investigation will continue.
6:35 p.m. — A parent stated she
left her belongings unattended
under a tree in front of Park
House and upon her return
discovered that unknown
person(s) had taken her
belongings. Total loss is valued
at $753.

May 13
4:25 p.m. — The victim stated
that an unknown person(s)
stole two pictures from a
display at the Antiques Show
in the Field House. Total loss is
valued at $990.
10:38 p.m. — A chair was set
on fire with lighter fluid and
torch oil. The fire was put out
with an extinguisher. There
were no injuries.
Additionally, University Police
responded to seven reports of
theft, two reports of automobile
accidents, one report of
vandalism and one report of a
liquor violation.

Olin Library renovation under way
The renovation of Olin Library began May 11, with
the temporary removal of books from Level 1 in
preparation for a comprehensive interior renovation
and the installation of new compact (movable)
shelving.
The renovation will continue over the next 30
months, one level at a time. The library will remain
open during renovation, with extra attention to
compensating for the inconvenience to users.
Books temporarily removed from the library will
be housed at West Campus Library, open from 8:30
a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday. Students, faculty and staff
can have books retrieved from West Campus and
delivered to any University library by using an online
request form at www.library.wustl.edu/forms/
westcampus.html.
The renovation will expand Olin Library's main
level on all four sides and create a cyber cafe and 24hour study in what is now the outdoor atrium. The
interior of the library will be completely refurbished
to increase stack capacity, improve user space,
organize services more effectively, enhance media
capability and allow more natural light into the
building.
For more information or to submit questions or
comments, visit www.library.wustl.edu/renovation.

Service First event needs volunteers
Service First 2001 will be held Sept. 1, and faculty
and staff voluntfers are needed to help make the
event a success.
Service First is an initiative designed to introduce
community service to incoming freshmen. This year,
students will work for a day at one of several St. Louis
public schools, helping clean, paint, landscape and
whatever else is necessary to brighten the schools.
Service First provides a great opportunity for
students to serve in a meaningful way, establish a
commitment to service and community involvement,
get to know University faculty and staff, and have fun.
More than 700 students will be bused to eight
schools to tackle pre-arranged service projects inside
and outside the buildings.
Because of the popularity of the event, faculty and
staff members are needed to help "staff" the event.
There are various levels of commitment, but typically
staffers work from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Volunteers will have a great opportunity to interact
with the Class of 2005 in a fun and meaningful way.
For more information or to volunteer, e-mail Karin
Horstman at horstman@dosa.wustl.edu or call
935-5923.

Speaking of
A. Peter Mutharika, J.S.D.,
professor of law, presented a paper
on "Accountability and Reconciliation: The Emerging Right to
Truth" at a conference on Reconciliation, Reparations and Reconstruction held at the University of
Western Cape, Cape Town, South
Africa....
The Federal Judicial Institute
has accepted a proposal by Daniel
R. Mandelker, J.S.D., the Howard
A. Stamper Professor of Law and
chair of the National Association
of Environmental Professional's
Legal Issues Committee on the
National Environmental Policy
Act, to have a session on the act at
three upcoming seminars for
federal district judges. Mandelker
will be speaking at one or more of
these seminars....
Larry E. Davis, Ph.D., the E.
Desmond Lee Professor of Racial
and Ethnic Diversity at the George
Warren Brown School of Social
Work, recently delivered the Carl
A. Scott Memorial Lecture on "The
Problem of Race: A Renewed
Focus" at the Council on Social
Work Education's 47th Annual
Program meeting in Dallas. He
also spoke on "Inroads to Working
with Diversity: Race and Gender
Issues with Individuals, Families
and Groups" at Boston University
School of Social Work; delivered
the O'Leary Memorial Lecture on
"Color and Class: Implications for
21st Century Social Work" at Ohio
State University School of Social
Work; and made a presentation at
the "Seeking a Racial Balance"
symposium at Norfolk State
University School of Social Work.

Campus Authors

Carl Phillips, associate professor
of English and of African
and Afro-American studies and
director of the Creative Writing
Program in Arts & Sciences

The Tether
(Farrar Straus & Giroux, 2001)
Luck
What we shall not perhaps get over, we
do get past, until — innocent,
with art for once
not in mind, How did I get here,
we ask one* day, our gaze
relinquishing one space for the next
in which, not far from where
in the uncut grass we're sitting
four men arc the unsaid
between them with the thrown
shoes of horses, luck briefly as a thing
of heft made to shape through
air a path invisible, but there ...
Because we are flesh, because
who doesn't, some way, require touch,
it is the unsubstantial — that which can
neither know touch nor be known
by it — that most bewilders,
even if the four men at
play, if asked, presumably,
would not say so, any more
than would the fifth man, busy
mowing the field's far
edge, behind me,
his slow, relentless pace promising
long hours before the sorrow
of seeing him go and,
later still, the sorrow
going, until eventually the difficulty
only is this: there was some.
(Poem selected from the text.)
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Washington People
A history of Washington
University would not
be complete without
including Jim
Burmeister.
Burmeister, executive director
of University relations, has been
a part of the University for more
than 47 years, making an
indelible mark on the school
community through his work
with faculty, staff, alumni and
students.
At 14, he began his career at
the University as a part-time
employee for the psychology
department, scoring tests for
prospective students and
incoming freshman and printing
test reports.
Four years later, Burmeister
started as an undergraduate,
immersing himself in campus
life. Though the University was
still a "streetcar" campus at that
point, Burmeister lived in the
house of his fraternity, Tau
Kappa Epsilon, enjoying the full
campus experience while
working toward a political
science degree.
"When I was an undergraduate, 80 percent of the students
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Student-focused
Jim Burmeister
Born: Columbia, Mo.
Education: Washington University:
B.A., political science, 1961; MBA,
1963; M.A., psychology
University position: Executive
director of University relations

Throughout Burmeister's
numerous administrative roles on
campus, his focus has remained
on students, whether they are
prospective, current or past.
"We've always been blessed
with an extremely bright student
body that is interested in the
community around them,"
Burmeister said. "Parents and
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Jim Burmeister, executive director of University relations, oversees the setup for the 2001 Commencement in Brookings Quadrangle.

The University's walking history book'
were from the St. Louis area,"
Burmeister said. "Though there
was nearly the same number of
students then as there are now,
there wasn't a South 40, just the
dormitories on the main campus
and fraternity houses."
Graduate school was
Burmeister's next step. He earned
an MBA from the University in
1963 and went on to earn a
master's in psychology in 1967.
While working toward his
psychology degree, Burmeister
worked in University City public
schools on a Ford Foundation
grant.
Burmeister then spent seven
years as University registrar. He
then moved on to become
director of alumni programs,
working with the Council Cities
to create and implement programs to keep former students
linked to the University.
During this time, Burmeister
also worked closely with the
Office of Undergraduate Admissions to help attract students from
around the country and expand
the reputation of the school.
In 1988, he joined the Office of
Public Affairs, where he continues
to serve as everything from
business manager, editor, expert
on University history, director of
Commencement and executive
director of University relations, to
the authority on giving campus
tours.
"Jim is one of the most
effective advocates Washington
University has," said M. Fredric
Volkmann, vice chancellor of
public affairs. "His long association here makes him the reigning
guru on everything from anecdotal history to how to give the
best campus tour anywhere in
higher education. I consider it a
great privilege to work with him."
Burmeister has enjoyed his
time as both a student and
employee at the University.
"I've never given any thought
to going anyplace else,"
Burmeister said. "All of my years
here have been great."
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Since the age of 14,
Jim Burmeister has
remained dedicated
to the University
community
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prospective students recognize
this when they visit the campus.
They also perceive what a
supportive and caring community the administrators, students
and staff create for each other at
Washington University."
The University's annual
student-run Thurtene Carnival
has benefited from the guidance
of Burmeister, who has served as

and its people. A great person in
every respect, Jim is an advocate
for students and their interests.
He is a lively contributor to
efforts such as Thurtene Carnival
and one of the best fans of
Washington University athletics
— certainly one of the loudest
cheerleaders!
"Commencement, our most
important academic event each

"He has a phenomenal understanding of
this campus and its people. A great person in
every respect, Jim is an advocate for students
and their interests."
MARK

S. WRIGHTON

adviser to the Thurtene Honorary (which organizes the event)
since 1970. As a tribute to his
dedication, the honorary named
the award for the carnival's
overall winner for skit and
facade production the
Burmeister Cup in 1977.
"I'm always amazed by what
the students put together each
year," he said. "It's nice to see the
hard work and dedication that
goes into the event."
Students also benefit from
Burmeister's expertise as they
prepare to leave campus. Each
year, Burmeister directs the
University's Commencement,
coordinating the general logistics
of the entire event to create a
seamless program for the
graduating students and their
families.
Where Burmeister is most
visible on campus, though, may
be in the stands of the
University's athletic fields and
courts. Every year, his total
support of the athletes can be
seen at numerous home (and
sometimes away) games, loudly
cheering the Bears on to victory.
"I really believe in Division
III sports," he said.
Burmeister also serves on the
alumni board for his fraternity
and on the board of Campus Y.
In addition, he is once again
assisting the undergraduate
admissions office with programs
to help draw superior students to
the school.
"Jim Burmeister is literally a
walking history book about
Washington University,"
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton
said. "He has a phenomenal
understanding of this campus

year, has been enhanced as a
consequence of Jim's involvement. Jim is a man of considerable energy, commitment and
enthusiasm for Washington
University. He is a great colleague
in every way."

Outside WU
With all of his involvement in
University activities, you
wouldn't think Burmeister could
have time for much else. But as a
self-described "do-it-yourselfer,"

he has taken the time to restore a
home on Madeline Island, Wis.
"After I purchased the cabin, I
drew up plans to convert it into a
small vacation home," he said. "As
I was working outside on the
house, my neighbor told me that it
used to be the old post office for
the island. At that point, I
scrapped my original plans and
decided to restore the cabin to how
it once was."
Burmeister now spends a
month each year at the lake home,
making minor repairs and working
on various building projects. He
also enjoys woodworking and
gardening.
The University has a valuable
asset in Burmeister, and his
enthusiasm for the school has not
diminished over the 47 years he's
been here.
"It sure doesn't seem that long,"
Burmeister said. "The students,
administration and faculty at the
University are wonderful, and I
continue to be happy about being
a part of this community."
William H. Danforth, chancellor emeritus and vice chairman of
the Board of Trustees, said, "It is a
privilege and a pleasure to know
Jim Burmeister. His commitment
and enthusiasm are contagious.
Whether cheering for a team, or
working with Thurtene, or guiding
alumni or working with us — his
colleagues — Jim embodies the
spirit of Washington University."
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At his home in Wisconsin, Burmeister (center) enjoys a summer day
with his mother, Ella, and friend James N. McKelvey, Ph.D., senior
professor of chemical engineering.

